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Declared “venerable” 
by Pope Francis 


Pope Francis on July 16 signed a 
decree declaring “venerable” Metro- 
politan Andrey Sheptytsky, who led 
the Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
the tumultuous period of both world 
wars and at the beginning of Soviet 
occupation, reported Catholic News 
Services. 

The recognition is an initial step 
in the sainthood process; the Vatican 
would have to recognize a miracle 
attributed to his intercession in order 
for a beatification ceremony to be 
scheduled. 

July 17, the Metropolitan And- 
rey Sheptytsky Institute of Eastern 
Christian Studies in Ottawa issued 
the following statement: 


Statement from the Metropol- 
itan Andrey Sheptytsky Institute 
of Eastern Christian Studies Re- 
garding Pope Francis’s Recogni- 
tion of Archbishop Sheptytsky’s 
Heroic Virtues 

The professors and staff of the 
Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky 
Institute of Eastern Christian Stud- 
ies at Saint Paul University in Ot- 
tawa welcome with joy the Holy 


Roman Waschuk, Canada’s Ambassador to Ukraine, delivers the mobile field hospital. 


Canada delivers mobile 
field hospital to Ukraine 


(UkrNews)—Rob Nicholson, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, on July 20 announced the delivery of a mobile 


field hospital to Ukraine’s armed forces in Kyiv. 
“Canada is proud to be at the forefront of 
international support to Ukraine. This mobile field 
hospital is a durable, transportable structure that 
comes complete with 20 beds, power generators and 
a functioning heating, cooling and ventilation system. 
The structure will be primarily used for surgeries 
and other procedures that require a sanitary and safe 
environment in areas affected by conflict,” he said. 
“This mobile field hospital is part of the Government 


of Canada’s $11-million assistance package for non- 
lethal equipment announced in November 2014 and 
is one example of Canada’s continued support to 
Ukraine. It is our hope that this hospital will help save 
lives and provide much-needed relief in light of brutal 
violence. 

“We continue to support Ukraine in its efforts to 
defend its sovereignty and territorial integrity in the 
face of Russia’s continued military aggression and 
we commend the bravery of the Ukrainian people as 
they work toward a stable and unified country,’ added 
Nicholson 


Yatsenyuk holds round 


table 


On July 14, The Embassy of Ukraine in Canada in coordination with the Canada Ukraine Chamber of 
Commerce and the Ukrainian Canadian Congress, held a business leader round table discussion with the 
Prime Minister of Ukraine, Arseniy Yatsenyuk; on the occasion of his visit to Ottawa on July 14 to sign the 
Canada Ukraine Free Trade Agreement. The community leader round table was held post the business round 
table. Above Prime Minister Yatseniuk addresses the round table. Above left to right: Canada’s Ambassador 
to Ukraine, Roman Waschuk; Ukrainian World Congress President Eugene Czolij; Prime Minister Yatseniuk; 
Cont. on P. 3 | Ukrainian Canadian Congress President Paul Grod. 
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Спільна бригада - крок 
наближення України до НАТО 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

Україна, Польща та Литва 
сформували військову | бри- 
гаду, Ka  дислокуватиметься 
у польському місті Любліні. 
Військові експерти називають це 
історичною подією i політичним 
кроком, який наблизить Україну 
до НАТО. Як і коли застосову- 
ватиметься литовсько-польсько- 
українська бригада? Які завдан- 
ня і мета її створення? 

Ще у 2007 році представники 
трьох країн - України, Польщі, 
Литви - оголосили про намір 
створити спільну військову бри- 
гаду. Торік у вересні у Варшаві 
уряди трьох країн підписали 
угоду про діяльність військового 
підрозділу. Наразі , усі технічні 
питання обговорено і підписано 
відповідний | документ про 
функціонування бригади. Упро- 
довж місяця координаційна гру- 
па визначиться із діяльністю, і до 
кінця року має відбутись перше 
спільне навчання. Вісімнадцять 
українських офіцерів | мають 
бути направлені до Польщі на 
постійну службу. 

«Штаб бригади у Любліні 
вже повністю готовий і чекає 
наших партнерів. Ми у Польщі 
покладаємо великі надії на цю 
бригаду, хочемо, аби якомога 
швидше розпочались навчання, 
щоб ця бригада стала основою 
для співпраці поміж трьома дер- 
жавами, підтримкою для рефор- 
мування Збройних сил України», 
- наголосив міністр національної 
оборони Польщі Томаш Cemo- 
няк. 


Головна мета створен- 
ня спільного військового 
підрозділу — We поліпшення 


безпеки у регіоні розташуван- 
ня трьох країн, обмін досвідом, 


підготовка солдатів. «Це є 
можливість | для українських 
військовослужбовців вчитись 


згідно зі стандартами НАТО у 
Польщі i Литві. Ми вже спла- 
нували кілька навчань, це дасть 
нам можливість правильно ре- 
формувати Збройні сили», - каже 
міністр оборони України Степан 
Полторак. 

На Сході України триває 
збройний конфлікт, і українські 
військовослужбовці борють- 
ся не лише за незалежність 


; ФОТО -- ГАЛИНА ТЕРЕЩУК 
Підписання технічної угоди про функціонування  литовсько- 
польсько-української бригади. Львів, 24 липня 2015 року. 


своєї країни, але й безпеку всієї 
Європи, зауважив міністр охоро- 
ни краю Литви Юозас Олекас. 
«Ми підтримуємо Україну і 
підписання технічної угоди про 
функціонування бригади показує 
нашу солідарність і підтримку 


України, розвитку Збройних 
сил», - зазначив литовський 
міністр. 


Найчисельнішою у складі 
бригади є польська група - 2000 
солдатів, від Литви - 350 осіб, 
від України — 545. Командувати- 
ме бригадою польський офіцер, 
начальником штабу призначили 
військовослужбовця Литви. На 
постійній основі у Польщі у 
місці дислокації перебуватимуть 
18 українських офіцерів 80-ї 
аеромобільної бригади, а решта 
складу змінюватиметься залеж- 
но від тематики навчань. 

Функціонування | литовсько- 
польсько-української бригади 
передусім це політичне рішення, 
яке демонструє світові, що ад- 
вокатами України у Європі є 
Польща і Литва. Саме ці держа- 
ви відкрито висловлюють свою 
підтримку Україні, наголосив 
військовий експерт Віталій Юр- 
чук. Оскільки багато країн заяв- 
ляють про те, що не хочуть ба- 
чити Україну в НАТО, тому так 
важливо шукати нових форматів 
розвитку регіональної безпеки. 

«Зараз Україна намагається 
активізувати свою діяльність у 
рамках регіональної безпеки з 
сусідніми державами. У першу 
чергу це політичне рішення 1 


важливо, щоб воно не залиши- 
лось на папері, якщо не будуть 
проводитись навчання, бо вже 
маємо досвід із батальйоном 
«Тиса», який попри проведення 
спільних навчань ніколи не був 
задіяний», - говорить військовий 
експерт. 

За словами Віталія Юрчука, 
дуже важливо чітко визначитись, 
як 1 коли бригада буде застосову- 
ватись: виконуватиме резолюції 
Ради безпеки ООН, чи діятиме як 
окремий підрозділ, чи буде скла- 
довою частиною НАТО. Власне, 
від того, які будуть ставитись за- 
вдання перед бригадою, і буде 
залежати її майбутнє. Однак, на 
запитання Радіо Свобода, як і 
коли застосовуватиметься брига- 
да, ніхто з міністрів конкретно не 
відповів. 

Тим часом, посол США в 
Україні Джеффрі Пайєтт заува- 
жив нід час rep! 
Яворівському полігоні, що США 


цьогоріч надала Україні для си- 
лових структур 200 мільйонів 
доларів, зокрема на проведен- 
ня навчань, на придбання об- 
ладнання - легких мінометів, 
рацій - також на закупівлю ап- 
течок, транспорту. Для прикла- 
ду, якраз цими днями в Україну 
надійшло ще сто «Хамерів». Ця 
американська допомога спря- 
мована на те, щоб Україна була 
спроможною захистити свою 
територіальну цілісність. I та- 
кою є позиція Великої Британії, 
Польщі, Литви, Канади та інших 
країн, зауважив посол. 


США можуть надати Україні потужний радар 


(Голос | Америки) Пентагон 
готовий надати Україні потуж- 
ний радар з великим радіусом 
дії, щоб допомогти у боротьбі 
з артилерією, яку використову- 
ють проросійські сепаратисти, 
повідомляє Wall Street Journal. 

Однак, газета вказує, що цю 
ініціативу спочатку 0 повинен 
схвалити Білий дім, який вивчає 
можливість надання Україні чер- 
гового пакету нелетальної допо- 
моги. 

Це відбувається на тлі все більш 
гучних вимог до Вашингтону 
активніше допомагати Києву в 
боротьбі з сепаратистським зако- 
лотом, який, як і раніше, забирає 
життя людей, незважаючи на уго- 
ду про припинення вогню. 

Українським військовим «було 
б корисно отримати додатковий 
радар і більш потужний радар», 
заявив газеті один високопостав- 
лений представник адміністрації 
Обами. 

Видання нагадує, що раніше 


цього року адміністрація, побо- 
юючись ескалації конфлікту або 
провокування Росії, відмовилася 
відправляти Україні таке леталь- 
не озброєння, як артилерійські 
установки або ПЗРК. Але пред- 
ставники адміністрації ствер- 
джують, що новий радар не є 
наступальним або летальним 
озброєнням, а отже не вимагає 
зміни політичної лінії. 

Поставка проти-артилерій- 
ською радара, який відстежує 
траєкторію польоту снаряда 
і визначає місце його запу- 
ску, стане відповіддю на запит 
українських лідерів, які шукають 
можливості глибше перегляда- 
ти підконтрольну сепаратистам 
територію і відкривати точніший 
відповідний вогонь, йдеться в 
статті. 

Українська влада каже про 
щоденні | випадки загибелі 
або поранення своїх солдатів 
від | артилерійського | вогню. 
Високопоставлені представники 


Пентагону неодноразово ствер- 
джували, що ці артилерійські 
установки поставляються Росією 
і управляються російськими гро- 
мадянами. 


США вже надали Україні 
20 легких  протимінометних 
радарів, ще 10 мають бути 


передані | до | кінця року, 
стверджує газета, посилаючись 
на неназваних чиновників. Але 
їхній радіус дії складає близько 
10 кілометрів. Крім того, США 
постачають Україні 4 аптечки, 
прилади нічного бачення i бро- 
нежилети. 

Тепер же армія США вивчає 
можливість поставок Україні 
радарів AN / ТРО-36 i AN / 
ТРО-37  Firefinder, стверджу- 
ють чиновники. Їхній діапазон 
дальності складає від 24 до 
50 кілометрів. Представники 
Пентагону заявили, що вже шу- 
кають відповідні установки i ве- 
дуть підготовку до їх відправки в 
очікуванні рішення Білого дому. 
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ЕСНАМСЕ Canada-Ukraine 


vor un avenir si et pronpire 


Minister Fast meets with members of the Canada-Ukraine Chamber of Commerce 


Fast highlights benefits of 


CUFTA with CUCC 


(UkrNews)—International Trade Minister Ed Fast 
met with the members of the Canada-Ukraine Cham- 
ber of Commerce in Toronto to mark the recently 
concluded Canada-Ukraine Free Trade Agreement 


(CUFTA) and highlight its benefits. 


“This represents an important milestone in the 
Canada-Ukraine bilateral relationship,” said Fast. “In 
addition to generating significant commercial benefits 
for Canadian businesses, CUFTA will also support the 
economic reform and development efforts of the Gov- 
ernment of Ukraine, strengthen the Canada-Ukraine 
partnership for peace and prosperity, and help pave the 
way for long-term security, stability and broad-based 
economic development in Ukraine.” 


Prime Minister Stephen Harper and Ukraine’s Prime 
Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk announced the conclu- 
sion of negotiations on July 14 in Ottawa. 

During his meeting with Chamber of Commerce 


members, Fast also noted that Ukraine had an- 


nounced the opening of the Ukrainian market for 
beef (from cattle under 30 months) and ready-to-eat 
meat. This new market access marks a significant 
milestone for Canada, and follows the 2014 lift- 
ing of Ukraine’s ban on Canadian beef products 


in 2014. Ukraine imported $17.1 million worth of 
beef products in 2014. 


Ukraine is identified as an emerging priority market 


under Canada’s Global Markets Action Plan. 


NDP welcomes CUFTA 


(UkrNews)—The Official Op- 
position welcomes the Canada- 
Ukraine Free Trade Agreement 
(CUFTA), which was announced 
July 14. 

“| think it’s a very positive step 
and I’m very pleased to see that 
we've managed to conclude an 
agreement relatively quickly,” the 
New Democratic Party’s Trade 
Critic Don Davies told Ukrainian 
News, July 28. 

“What’s important about this deal 
is that it has geopolitical considera- 
tions as well as economic ones,” he 
added, noting that this will provide 
an opportunity for Canada not only 
to increase our economic ties but 
also to assist in some of the internal 
and geopolitical challenges facing 
Ukraine. 

Davies said all Canadian parlia- 
mentarians agree that the West has 
to do a lot more to assist Ukraine 
in developing its economy and in 
defending itself against aggression 
from Russia 

“Ukraine can’t be expected to 
address that aggression by itself. 
It’s not a symmetrical fight. Russia 
is much more powerful militarily. 
So I think that we should expect 
Canada and other countries to be 
assisting Ukraine to defend itself as 
well. Whether it’s internal domes- 
tic building, defense, trade, I think 

all of those areas Canada should be 
strengthening its relationship with 


Don Davies 


Ukraine.” 

When asked whether this should 
include providing lethal defensive 
weapons to Ukraine, Davies said 
he couldn’t comment because this 
was a defense issue and beyond his 
realm as trade critic. 

Davies said the NDP has three 
factors it takes into consideration 
for approving trade agreements 
with Canada. 

+ Is the country a modern democ- 
racy with respect for human rights 
and civil liberties if not perfect in 
that regard are they in a proper tra- 
jectory? 

- Is the economy of strategic or 
significant value to Canada? 

+ And third they look at the terms 
of the deal. 

“Ukraine really satisfies all the 


criteria that the NDP has for a 
country that should get preferential 
trade status with Canada,” he said. 

The CUFTA will provide im- 
proved market access for Can- 
adian exports to the Ukrainian 
market, help address non-tariff 
barriers and facilitate closer eco- 
nomic relations. In addition, the 
CUFTA will provide Ukrainian 
exports with improved access to 
the Canadian market, which is 
consistent with the Government’s 
unwavering commitment to sup- 
port Ukraine’s democratic transi- 
tion and economic reforms. 

Once the Agreement enters into 
force, Canada and Ukraine will 
immediately eliminate duties on 
99.9 per cent and 86 per cent of 
respective current imports, there- 
by benefiting both Canadian and 
Ukrainian exporters and consum- 
ers. The Agreement will result in 
the elimination of all Ukrainian 
tariffs on industrial goods, for- 
estry and wood products, fish and 
seafood products, as well as the 
elimination of the vast majority 
of Ukraine’s agricultural tariffs. 
Canadian agriculture exporters 
will benefit from duty-free access 
for beef, pulses, grains, canola oil, 
processed foods and animal feed. 
Canadian pork producers will 
benefit from improved access to 
Ukraine’s market via a large tariff 
rate quota. 


Metropolitan 


Andrey’ 


5 heroic 


virtue recognized 


Cont. from P. 1 

See’s announcement that Pope 
Francis on July 16 recognized the 
heroic virtues of its patron, Andrey 
Sheptytsky. During this time of for- 
eign aggression against Ukraine — 
as well as turmoil in so many other 
historically Eastern Christian lands 
— this recognition brings particular 
consolation. Archbishop Sheptyt- 
sky demonstrated saintly courage 
when he sheltered more than 160 
Jews during the Nazi Holocaust. 
The Holy See’s recognition comes 
in the wake of similar initiatives 
by other authorities. On April 24, 
2012, the Canadian House of Com- 
mons unanimously passed a reso- 
lution that concludes: “This House 
unite[s] in expressing Canada’s 
recognition of Andrey Sheptytsky’s 
courageous activities, compassion 
for his oppressed Jewish Ukrainian 
countrymen, and enduring example 
of commitment to fundamental hu- 
man rights as humankind’s greatest 
obligation.” 

The Sheptytsky Institute is par- 
ticularly gratified that so many 
members of the Jewish commun- 
ity have promoted the cause of 
Sheptytsky’s beatification from 
the very beginning. Already in 
the 1950s, Kurt Lewin, the son of 
the murdered chief rabbi of Lviv 
— saved by Sheptytsky — argued 
strenuously for the Archbishop’s 
beatification. Eric Goldhagen, lec- 
turer in Jewish Studies at Harvard 
University, wrote the following 
about Sheptytsky in the Introduc- 
tion to David Kahane’s memoir, 
Lvov Ghetto Diary: “No other ec- 
clesiastical figure of equal rank in 
the whole of Europe displayed such 
sorrow for the fate of the Jews and 
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acted so boldly on their behalf.” 

The Archbishop also worked 
tirelessly throughout his lifetime 
for reconciliation between Ukrain- 
ians, Russians and Poles, as well as 
other nations and groups. Particu- 
larly legendary were his efforts to 
see Catholics and Orthodox over- 
come their historical estrangement. 
Sheptytsky was a precursor of the 
ecumenical movement long before 
the Catholic Church officially en- 
dorsed the movement. 

During this time of economic 
crisis in Ukraine and so many 
other historically Eastern Christian 
territories, it is also important to 
recall Sheptytsky’s commitment to 
the poor. Born into an aristocratic 
family, the Archbishop used his 
resources to create a free clinic, 
provide countless scholarships and 
help victims of famine, flooding 
and war. He personally lived a 
life of poverty, as attested by the 
Russian-born founder of Canada’s 
famed Madonna House, Catherine 
de Hueck Doherty. The former 
baroness wrote of Sheptytsky’s 
passion for the poor in her report 
for Commonweal Magazine in 
1939. 

Sheptytsky also immensely 
valued education. Consequently, 
the Sheptytsky Institute of Eastern 
Christian Studies, founded in 
1986 by Fr. Andriy Chirovsky to 
continue the Archbishop’s legacy, 
views Pope Francis’s recognition as 
particularly inspiring. It confirms 
the Institute’s mission and compels 
us even more earnestly to follow 
Sheptytsky’s saintly example. 

— Fr. Peter Galadza, PhD 

Acting Director and Kule Family 

Professor of Liturgy 


and Reception Centre 


my 


‘Owned and operated by the 


Smolyk family since 1941 


Маккейн:; На Росію 
все одно чекає поразка 


(Голос Америки) Голова Сенатського комітету з питань збройних 
сил Джон Маккейн не втомлюється лобіювати у Вашингтоні допо- 
могу Україні, в першу чергу, летальним озброєнням. Цю тему він 
підняв і під час виступу у Гудзонському інституті у Вашингтоні. 

Не має сенсу аналізувати слова Владіміра Путіна і намагатися пе- 
редбачати його дії, говорить Джон Маккейн. Про свої наміри Путін 
повідомляє відкрито, а злочинні дії здійснює вже сьогодні. 

«Кожні кілька днів росіяни пересувають паркан між Абхазією і 
Південною Осетією на кілька метрів углиб Грузії та завозять туди 
росіян. Путін підраховує, як далеко він може зайти, оцінюючи 
реакцію на свої дії», - заявив Маккейн. 

Світ мусить зупинити Путіна, говорить Маккейн. І перше, що мо- 
жуть зробити США - озброїти українців. 

«Уперше за 70 років країна втратила частину своєї території. До 
нашого сорому ми не дали українцям зброю, якою вони могли б 
себе захистити. Ми можемо їм дати «Джавеліни» - це дуже ефек- 
тивна протитанкова зброя i, я гарантую, це суттєво збільшить ціну, 
яку Росія платить за свої дії. Але, у що складно повірити, ми навіть 
з українцями не усією розвідувальною інформацією ділимося. 
Українці воюють зброєю 20-го століття, а росіяни використовують 
зброю 21-го століття. 

У Вашингтоні, вважає Маккейн, також недооцінюють вплив 
російської пропаганди, особливо в Європі. 

«Сьогодні в країнах Балтії, в Молдові, в Румунії і навіть у Польщі 
йде потік масивної, витонченої російської пропаганди, якому ми 
повинні протистояти», - каже Маккейн. 

Якщо Путіна не зупинити негайно, застерігає сенатор США, усю 
систему євроатлантичної безпеки чекає величезне фіаско. 

«Припустимо, що президент Путін вирішить увійти в три 
російськомовні провінції однієї з балтійських країн. Припустимо, 
що він тільки туди зайшов і нікуди далі. Хтось тут вірить, що НАТО 
завдасть військової відповіді? Я - ні. Сподіваюся, що я помиляюся. 
І для того, щоб НАТО було заблоковано, достатньо одного голосу. 
Політика НАТО відображає політику уряду країн-членів організації, 
які залежать від російської енергії. А вони ще й продовжують скоро- 
чувати витрати на оборону». 

Але навіть якщо сьогодні Путін виглядає переможцем, зрештою 
Росію все одно чекає поразка. Вони послабили власну економіку 1 
створили небезпечний прецедент, яким може скористатися... Китай. 

«У далекій перспективі їх чекають величезні проблеми. Економіка 
падає. Я часто говорив, що Росія - бензоколонка, яка тільки 
прикидається країною. А потім я це висловлювання відредагував - 
це бензоколонка, яка управляється мафією, і прикидається країною», 
- каже Маккейн. 

«Ціна на нафту знижується, що, однозначно, буде кінцем для них. 
У далекій перспективі вони зіткнуться з Китаєм. Якщо ви коли не- 
будь летіли над кордоном між Росією і Китаєм - я не літав, мені 
розповідали - ви побачите сибірські ліси з одного боку і міста 
в Китаї, де проживають мільйони людей. У них буде розквітлий і 
могутній сусід», - відзначив республіканець. 
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Виплати пораненим 
майданівцям затримують 


Тетяна Люта, Радіо Свобода 

Єдиний документ, який Ha сьогодні дає 
можливість потерпілим майданівцям отримати 
допомогу від держави, - це постанова Кабінету 
міністрів «Про соціальний захист осіб, які отри- 
мали тяжкі тілесні ушкодження під час участі у 
масових акціях громадського протесту». За цим 
документом, поранені учасники революції мають 
право на одноразову грошову допомогу у розмірі 
50-кратного прожиткового мінімуму. Проте ви- 
плати затримуються, а тяжко поранені у проти- 
стояннях досі не можуть оформити інвалідність, 
заявляють в ініціативній групі постраждалих на 
Майдані. 

Загалом, під час масових акцій громадського 
протесту взивмку 2013-2014 років постраждали 
більше 2000 осіб. 

«За час розслідувань справ майданівців до про- 
куратури були внесені близько 700 заяв про зло- 
чини, з яких близько 200 осіб мали вогнепальні 
поранення. З цієї кількості заяв близько 300 не 
були розглянуті взагалі», — заявляє Тарас Гаталяк, 
координатор правової допомоги постраждалим 
під час Революції гідності та родинам Небесної 
сотні. Три місяці тому ініціативна група постраж- 
далих на Майдані звернулася до Генерального 
прокурора Віктора Шокіна з вимогою притягну- 
ти до кримінальної відповідальності тих, хто у 
прокуратурі Києва затягує розгляд цих справ. 

Два законопроекти, які були розроблені 
ініціативною групою і мали на меті полегшити 
отримання пільг для постраждалих на Майдані, 
так і не були розглянуті Верховною Радою під 
час другої сесії. Це зміни до законів «Про статус 
та «Про загальнообов'язкове державне пенсійне 
страхування», де пропонувалось призначати пенсії 
«членам сімей осіб, загиблих внаслідок поранен- 
ня, каліцтва, контузії, одержаних під час участі в 
Революції гідності». 

Існує ще один закон, який передбачає надання 
грошової допомоги постраждалим на Майдані - 
«Про встановлення державної допомоги постраж- 
далим учасникам масових акції громадського про- 
тесту та членам їх сімей». Незважаючи на те, що 
він був опублікований ще 21 лютого 2014 року, 
порядку грошових виплат за ним не розробили 
до цих пір. Тому де-факто він просто не діє. Сума 
виплат, яка передбачена цим законом, коливається 
від 200 тисяч гривень (у зв'язку із отриманням лег- 
ких тілесних ушкоджень) до І мільйона гривень (у 
зв'язку зі смертю члена сім'ї). 

Тож на сьогодні з усіх документів, які передбача- 
ють надання допомоги постраждалим на Майдані, 
діє лише постанова Кабміну від серпня 2014 року 
- за нею, поранені на київському Майдані мають 
отримувати допомогу у 50-кратному розмірі про- 
житкового мінімуму, тобто 60900 гривень. 

«За майже рік дії постанови лише 87 осіб були 


внесені до списків на отримання цієї допомоги, А 
сама процедура отримання грошей розтягується на 
6-9 місяців», - стверджує координатор ініціативної 
групи постраждалих на Майдані Павло Сидоренко. 

Проте, за даними Міністерства соціальної 
політики, які воно надало у відповідь на запит 
Радіо Свобода, кількість виплат, здійснених дер- 
жавою, суттєво більша. 

Так, у 2014 році допомогу отримали 47 
потерпілих, у 2015 році - ще 104 людини. Ще 
семеро потерпілих мають отримати гроші у 2015 
році, звітує Мінсоцполітики. 

Тобто з часу революційних подій зими 2013- 
2014-го держава загалом виплатила допомогу 151 
людині. 

Ще однією проблемою, з якою стикаються 
поранені учасники Революції гідності, є отриман- 
ня інвалідності. Понад 4 місяці чимало з них не 
можуть отримати статус інваліда війни, як такі, 
що отримали травми внаслідок участі у масових 
акціях громадського протесту, хоча це передбача- 
ють зміни, внесені у лютому до закону «Про ста- 
сту». 

«Пройшло вже півтора року, а хлопці з тяжкими 
пораненнями, які стали інвалідами, залишилися 
сам на сам зі своїми проблемами --вони до цих пір 
не мають статусу, не мають можливості отрима- 
ти кваліфіковане лікування. За цей рік очікувань 
троє тяжко поранених майданівців вже померли», 
- повідомив Павло Сидоренко. 

Народний депутат України та активіст Революції 
гідності Ігор Луценко так коментує ситуацію: «Не- 
покаране зло в країні зростає. Не зважаючи на те, 
що у коаліційній угоді зазначено, що парламент 
зобов'язується сприяти та всебічно забезпечувати 
розслідування вбивств Небесної сотні та злочинів, 
скоєних проти Майдану, на жаль, можу констату- 


вати те, що на сьогодні жодної інституційної робо- , 


ти не ведеться». 

За його словами, створення окремого підрозділу 
прокуратури, який займається розслідуванням 
злочинів проти Майдану, є певним прогресом, але 
істотно не впливає на загальну ситуацію. Слідство, 
як і раніше, просувається дуже повільно, а ство- 
рення тимчасової спеціальної комісії ініціюється 
не депутатами, а громадськими активістами та 
ініціативними групами людей. 

Віце-прем'єр-міністр В'ячеслав | Кириленко 
після зустрічі з ініціативною групою постражда- 
лих на Майдані щодо проблем людей, які отрима- 
ли поранення під час Революції гідності, пообіцяв 
дати доручення, які пришвидшать просування 
справ, що пов'язані із Майданом. Зокрема — ство- 
рити під його головуванням міжвідомчу робочу 
групу із заступників міністрів соцполітики, охоро- 
ни здоров'я, внітрішніх справ, оборони, економіки 
й фінансів та заступника голови Державного каз- 
начейства. 


Донецьк обстріляли самі бойовики 


(Радіо Свобода) -Керівництво АТО вчергове 
отримало докази того, що обстріли Донецька 
ведуть cami бойовики, WOO спровокувати 
українських військових на вогонь у відповідь, а 
надалі звинуватити ЗСУ в обстрілі Донецька. Про 
це заявив керівник української сторони Спільного 
центру контролю i координації генерал-майор 
Андрій Таран. 

Таран зазначив, що українська сторона в СЦКК 
неодноразово просила російських генералів спри- 
яти відведенню техніки бойовиків із житлових 
районів, однак бойовики продовжують чинити 
провокаційні обстріли із житлових районів окупо- 
ваних міст, що призводить до відповідного вогню 
українських військових по супротивнику. 

Разом з тим Таран та заступник керівника АТО 
на території Донецької та Луганської областей 
Сергій Галушко надали запис радіоперехоплення 
бойовиків угруповання «ДНР», в якому йдеться 
про обстріли Донецька 18 липня. 

Згідно з записом, обстріли велися з території 
Критого ринку в самому Донецьку, а не з 
українського боку, як заявляють бойовики. 


«Орієнтовно о 20:00 почався обстріл із забороне- 
них мінськими домовленостями важкого озброєння. 
Він вівся з району Дурна Балка Калінінського рай- 
ону Донецька, з боку Макіївки. Обстріляли цен- 
тральну частину міста Донецька: Ворошиловський 
район, район вулиць Панфілова, Щорса та вулиці 
Університетської», - сказав Галушко. 

У суботу 18 липня в так званому «міністерстві 
оборони» угруповання «ДНР» заявили, що 
інтенсивність обстрілів із українського боку про- 
тягом останніх 24 годин підвищилася. За їхніми 
словами, були обстріляні Донецьк (Петровський і 
Київський райони й територія аеропорту), Ясину- 
вата, Горлівка, Спартак, Залізна Балка, Червоний 
Партизан, Біла Кам'янка, Нова Ласпа i Широка 
Балка. 

За мінськими домовленостями на лінії контак- 
ту ще з 15 лютого має діяти режим припинення 
вогню, а важке озброєння мало бути відведене від 
лінії розмежування . Та перестрілки і обстріли, 13 
застосуванням «відведеного» озброєнння, трива- 
ють постійно. Сторони звинувачують одна одну в 
порушеннях i провокаціях. 
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Russia’s UN veto ої MH17 
tribunal condemned 


(RFE/RL/UkrNews)—There has been widespread 
condemnation of Russia’s decision to veto a UN draft 
resolution to create an international tribunal over the 
downing of a Malaysian airliner over eastern Ukraine 
last year, with a number of countries pledging to ex- 
plore other ways to ensure justice. 

The tribunal would have been tasked with inves- 
tigating and trying those responsible for firing the 
missile that is believed to have shot down Malaysia 
Airlines flight MH17 over a region where pro-Russian 
fighters were battling Ukrainian troops, killing all 298 
people aboard. 

The text also would have required all countries to 
cooperate with the tribunal or face sanctions. 

But Russia followed through on a vow to use its 
veto power on the 15-member Security Council ses- 
sion during the July 29 vote. 

Eleven other Security Council members backed 
the proposal by Malaysia, Australia, the Netherlands, 
and Ukraine, while Angola, China, and Venezuela ab- 
stained. 

Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte said Russia had 
“failed to stand up and be counted in the quest for 
international justice.” 

He said Russia’s veto was “exceptionally dis- 
appointing” but “not surprising.” 

Rutte added that countries involved in a Dutch-led 
investigation will now focus on other legal options “at 
both the international and national level...supported 
by a broad international coalition” because “the perpe- 
trators...must not be allowed to escape punishment.” 

Australian Prime Minister Tony Abbott called Rus- 
sia’s veto “outrageous.” 

“By its actions, Russia has shown complete disregard 
for the families’ right to know who was responsible and 
to see these criminals face justice,” Abbott said. 

The majority of those who died were Dutch, and 
nearly 40 were Australian citizens or residents. 

Malaysia’s Foreign Ministry said Russia’s veto 
“does not mean there will be impunity for MH17.” 

“We will consider and explore other viable options 
and prosecuting mechanisms,” it added. 

“The results of the vote on the MH17 tribunal speak 
for themselves,’ Ukrainian President Petro Poro- 
shenko’s press secretary, Svyatoslav Tseholko, said. 
“But Ukraine will not stop there. Our goal is to punish 
the guilty.” 

Canada’s Foreign Affairs Rob Nicholson called the 
veto “unconscionable.” 


“Canada is profoundly disappointed by the outcome 
of today’s UN Security Council vote on the creation 
of an international criminal tribunal to prosecute those 
responsible for downing Malaysia Airlines flight 
MH17 on July 17, 2014, over territory controlled by 
pro-Russian forces in eastern Ukraine. 

“Canada regrets that, because of the obstruction of 
Russia, the families and friends of the 283 passengers 
and 15 crew members who lost their lives will not see 
those responsible for this horrific event brought to jus- 
tice by an international tribunal. 

“Canada will continue to support the people of 
Ukraine and stand with our friends and allies in the 
face of ongoing Russian aggression.” 

U.S. Ambassador Samantha Power said Russia had 
“callously disregarded the public outcry in the griev- 
ing nations.” 

She told the council that “no veto will stand in the way 
of this heinous crime being investigated and prosecuted.” 

The European Union described Russia’s veto as a 
“setback” that it regrets. 

European Commission spokeswoman Maja Kocijan- 
cic told reporters that “the work must continue so that 
those who are either directly or indirectly responsible for 
the downing of MH17 are, indeed, held accountable.” 

Leaked details of the Dutch-led probe suggest the 
plane was shot down by a Russian-supplied surface- 
to-air missile fired from separatist-controlled territory. 

That investigation’s conclusions are expected to be 
published in October. 

Moscow accuses Kyiv of shooting down the air- 
liner, but justified its veto by saying it was denied ac- 
cess to the crash site in territory under the control of 


" рго-Виз5іап separatists. 


“What are the grounds to be assured of the impar- 
tiality of such an investigation?” Russian Ambassador 
to the UN Vitaly Churkin asked in a speech to the 
council, lashing out at “aggressive...propaganda in the 
media.” 

Russia had proposed its own resolution asking for a 
greater UN role in an investigation into what caused 
the downing of MH17 but stopping short of a call for 
a tribunal. 

Churkin said that past international tribunals, in- 
cluding to investigate the Rwandan genocide and vio- 
lence in the former Yugoslavia, were “expensive.” 

Malaysia, Australia, the Netherlands, Belgium, and 
Ukraine have undertaken a criminal inquiry into the 
downing of MH17. 


Savchenko trial adjourned to 
consider change of venue 


RFE/RL)—The trial of a Ukrainian air force pilot 
charged by Russian authorities in connection with the 
deaths of two Russian journalists in eastern Ukraine 
was adjourned shortly after it began behind closed 
doors in Russia’s Rostov region on July 30. 

A court spokeswoman said the court would consider 
an appeal by Nadya Savchenko’s lawyers to conduct 
the trial in Moscow. 

She said a date for the next hearing won’t be set 
until a decision is reached on whether to hold the trial 
in Moscow. 

Savchenko’s high-profile trial is being held in Donetsk, 
a small town in Russia’s southern Rostov region close to 
the border with war-torn eastern Ukraine. The town has 
no connection with its namesake in eastern Ukraine. 

Western diplomats who attempted to monitor the 
closed-door trial were not allowed to attend. 

Russia’s Granu.ru publication tweeted a photo of re- 
porters standing outside of the court room, saying that 
journalists were being allowed inside the court build- 
ing because of the heat outside, but were not being 
allowed into the trial itself. 

The 34-year-old Savchenko faces up to 25 years in 
prison on the charges, which have been internationally 
condemned as politically motivated. 

Savchenko was moved out of her pretrial detention 
center in Moscow earlier this month and transferred to 
a facility in the town of Shakhty, in the Rostov region. 
Russian authorities say the trial will unfold in the Rostov 
region because this is where she is charged with illegally 
crossing into Russia from Ukraine, a charge she denies. 

Her lawyers have accused Moscow of picking the 
remote location to deter observers from flocking to the 

court for the hearings, which will take place behind 
closed doors. 

“T assume this was done to make access to the trial 
as difficult as possible for the press and for inter- 


national diplomats,” Ilya Novikov, опе of her lawyers, 
told RFE/RL. “It’s far from Moscow, it’s a border re- 
gion where the FSB can expel any foreigner, and it’s 
close to a conflict zone.” 

On July 23, the U.S. delegation to the Organization 
for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) said 
the change of venue would “dramatically decrease the 
amount of international observation of the trial, which 
appears to be the goal of Russian authorities.” 

Savchenko, who has been jailed since July 2014, 
has denied involvement in the mortar strike that killed 
the two Russian journalists. 

She is accused of guiding Ukrainian artillery fire 
onto the reporters, who were killed outside Luhansk 
in June 2014. у 

She is also charged with illegally entering Russian 
territory, where Moscow alleges she was detained. 

She insists that she was captured in battle by separa- 
tist rebels in eastern Ukraine and smuggled across the 
border by Russian intelligence agents. 

Novikov voiced doubts that she will receive a fair 
trial and believes a guilty verdict has been “written in 
advance.” 

“T think that they will try to conduct it at lightning 
speed and that all our requests for additional assess- 
ments based on the information we are bringing from 
Kyiv will be rejected,” he said. 

Savchenko’s lawyers announced on July 28 that 
they have proof of her innocence. 

Speaking at a news conference in Moscow, No- 
vikov said he had phone billing data showing that she 
had already been detained by the separatist insurgents 
when the journalists were killed. 

Ulzainian prosecutors have backed this claim. 

Following the trial, Novikov said Savchenko’s de- 
fense would focus on fighting for her release through 
diplomatic channels. 


Ukraine bars 
Communists 
from elections 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s Justice Ministry has barred communists from 
running in upcoming local elections after the passage of new legislation. 

Justice Minister Pavlo Petrenko said on July 24 that the Communist 
Party of Ukraine, the Communist Party of Ukraine’s Workers and Peas- 
ants, and the Reformed Communist Party of Ukraine will be barred from 
the October local elections. 

Petrenko also pledged to file a lawsuit to formally ban the parties. 

The Communist Party has been an important force in Ukrainian pol- 
itics, polling 13 percent in the 2012 parliamentary elections, but its popu- 
larity plummeted following its support for pro-Russian ex-President Vik- 
tor Yanukovych, who was toppled by pro-European protests last year and 
is currently residing in Russia. 

In the 2014 parliamentary elections, the Communist Party of Ukraine 
garnered less than 4 percent of the vote. 

In 2000, the Communist Party of Ukraine split and two new communist 
parties were formed — the Reformed Communist Party of Ukraine (also 
known as the Communist Party of Ukraine Renewed) and the Ukrainian 
Communist Party of Workers and Peasants. The two new communist par- 
ties did not take part in parliamentary elections in 2012 and 2014. 

Ukraine passed several laws in April banning the use of symbols from 
the Soviet era and denouncing communist ideology. Under those laws, 
the communist government that ruled between 1917 and 1991 — the 
Soviet era — was condemned as a criminal regime that conducted poli- 
cies of state terror. - 

Its symbols and propaganda were banned — а measure that, if imple- 
mented thoroughly, would require the demolition of remaining monu- 
ments to Bolshevik Revolution leader Vladimir Lenin and other Soviet- 
era images. 

Ukraine applies the same treatment to the Nazi regime, which occupied 
and controlled much of Ukrainian territory during World War II before 
being driven out by Soviet forces. 

Also in April, Ukrainian lawmakers adopted a law that defined the 
legal status and honored the memory of participants in the struggle for 
Ukraine’s independence in the 20th century, including groups that fought 
against Nazi Germany and Soviet authorities. 

Communist Party of Ukraine leader Petro Symonenko said on July 24 that 
his party planned to take part in the election despite the ministry’s decision. 

The leader of the Russian Communist Party, Gennady Zyuganov, 
called the decision “pure arbitrariness and a reprisal against their political 
Opponents.” 


Ukraine charges 
captured Russian Army 
major with terrorism 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s state security service identified a Russian army 
major who was detained with a cargo of military explosives in eastern 
Ukraine July 26 and said he has been charged with terrorism. 

State security chief Vasyl Hrytsak told reporters July 29 that Vladimir 
Starkov, 37, from Russia’s Kirov region, admitted immediately he was a 
soldier in the Russian armed forces after he was stopped in a truck at a 
checkpoint 22 kilometers outside the separatist-held city of Donetsk. 

Ukraine is likely to use the case to bolster its charges that Russia is 
continuing its involvement in the 15-month-long conflict and undermin- 
ing a peace agreement worked out in Minsk, Belarus, in February. 

While supporting the separatists’ cause, the Kremlin denies that its 
forces are engaged in the conflict in Ukraine’s east. 

When Ukraine captured two Russian soldiers in May, Russia said the 
two men had quit their special forces unit to go to Ukraine of their own 
volition. 

But that does not appear to be the case this time. In a video released by 
the SBU state security agency, Starkoy said that after arriving for service 
in Russia’s Rostov region, he was ordered to go to Ukraine as a military 
adviser to the rebels. 

“They [the commanders] place you before an accomplished fact that 
you will serve in” the self-proclaimed peoples’ republics of Donetsk or 
Luhansk, Starkov said. 

SBU officials say Starkov and another man in the truck who said he 
was a Separatist fighter lost their way and drove towards the checkpoint 
manned by Ukrainian forces where they were detained. 

An SBU official told Reuters that Starkov has been accused of terror- 
ism. 

Speaking in the western city of Lviv July 29, President Petro Poro- 
shenko repeated that all Russian forces had to be withdrawn from 
Ukraine. 

“Russian forces must get out of Ukraine’s territory. State sovereignty 
must be renewed in the uncontrolled part of the Ukrainian-Russian bor- 
der,” he said. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin’s spokesman July 29 repeated Mos- 
cow’s denial of involvement in the conflict, and refused to comment on 
Uksaine’s latest claim. 

Despite the incident, a fragile ceasefire largely seems to be holding 
while the sides withdraw heavy weapons from a buffer zone, though the 
truce has been punctuated by occasional clashes. 
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West again 
betrays Ukraine 


Despite all the public pronouncements of support for Ukraine’s in- 
dependence, sovereignty and quest for freedom and democracy, the great 
Western powers have, in fact, done everything to thwart these aspirations. 

First there was the issue of Ukraine’s nuclear missiles. Intense pressure 
was brought down upon the young state to give up its nuclear weapons. 
Ukraine was willing to become the first state in the world to willingly sur- 
render its nuclear arsenal, but wanted effective security guarantees. There 
President Leonid Kravchuk came up against a brick wall. Ukraine’s re- 
quests for security guarantees were categorically rejected. Instead the 
country was forced, in 1994, to sign a toothless and meaningless Buda- 
pest Memorandum in which Russia, the United States and the United 
Kingdom theoretically agreed to guarantee Ukraine’s borders and sover- 
eignty — but without any obligations. 

Just how totally useless this memorandum was became glaringly ap- 
parent when one of the co-signatories, Russia, brazenly invaded Ukrain- 
ian territory while the other signatories didn’t lift a finger to help. Oh yes 
there were a few token sanctions applied against Russia. Just how useless 
these were was proven when - right after annexing the Crimea — Russia 
with its terrorist proxies proceeded to invade the Donbas. 

How did the West react? More meaningless sanctions — but no weapons 
to fight an enemy provided with such highly technical arms that they can 
shoot a passenger airliner out of the sky at 10,000 metres altitude. And 
this, even though both the U.S. and U.K. are morally — if not legally — 
obligated to help Ukraine defends its borders. 

Now, with that area totally devastated and the conflict frozen for over a 
year, what do U.S. President Barack Obama, German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel and French President Francois Hollande expect Ukraine to do? 
Capitulate to the terrorists by giving them a free hand in the territories 
they have devastated, a veto over Ukraine’s foreign policy and European 
aspiration plus — in order to add insult to injury — make Ukraine, whose 
own economy has also been devastated by this war and by the pillaging of 
its resources by the Russian puppets who ran the previous regime — pay 
the terrorists for the damage they themselves created. 

Sounds unbelievable? It should, but unfortunately this is precisely what 
will be the result of the constitutional reforms Obama, Merkel and Hol- 
lande are pressuring Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko to enact. 

In the first place what gives any country the right to force constitutional 
changes down the throat of another country? Particularly three countries 
which claim to be democracies? And not only force constitutional chan- 
ges down another country’s throat but force it to violate its own constitu- 
tion in doing so. But that again is what is happening because Ukraine’s 
constitution precludes any changes that “foresee the abolition or restric- 
tion of human and citizens’ rights and freedoms, or if they are oriented 

toward the liquidation of the independence or violation of the territorial 

indivisibility of Ukraine.” 
By approving draft amendments then sending them to the Constitutional 
Court for assessment, Poroshenko appears to be stalling for time, pre- 
tending to go along while looking for an excuse not to implement these 
changes. 

And under no circumstances could any Ukrainian leader or govern- 
ment approve such changes which would effectively destroy Ukraine’s 
independence. Better to have a frozen conflict and let the rest of the coun- 
try reform and develop as a prosperous democratic state than іо сауе in to 
such immoral and unconscionable pressure from abroad. 

Who knows, once Putin is gone there may be hope for reunification. 
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Autonomy law contravenes 
Ukraine’s Constitution 


By David Marples 

(Ukraine  Апаїузі5)--Оп July 16, Ukrainian 
president Petro Poroshenko steered the draft law to 
provide more autonomy for separatist-occupied areas 
of the Donbas through Parliament and to the Constitu- 
tional Court for approval. Though the motion passed 
convincingly (288 votes in favor, 57 against) — it was 
opposed only by the Radicals and Samopomich fac- 
tion, and even supported by the Opposition Party — it 
represents only the first in a complex process focused 
on article 11 of the Minsk-2 Agreement signed earlier 
this year, which will change the status of the Donbas. 

Providing that the court approves the law, it will be 
returned to Parliament where it requires the support 
of over 300 deputies in order to become valid. US As- 
sistant Secretary of State Victoria Nuland, who was 
coincidentally in Ukraine during the deliberations, 
supports its acceptance as do the leaders of Germany, 
France, and other countries of the EU. In fact Ukraine 
is under intense pressure from its Western allies to ac- 
cept the law in order to put the principles of Minsk-2 
into operation. 

There are, however, a number of disturbing issues 
raised by the passage of the draft law. 

First of all, it contravenes the existing 1996 Con- 
stitution, which does not permit outsiders to dictate 
changes to the Ukrainian government. Specifically, it 
is stated in Article 157 that: 

The Constitution of Ukraine shall not be amended, 
if the amendments foresee the abolition or restriction 
of human and citizens’ rights and freedoms, or if they 
are oriented toward the liquidation of the independ- 
ence or violation of the territorial indivisibility of 
Ukraine. 

In December 1991, when a Ukrainian referendum 
backed the August 24 Declaration of Independence all 
the countries currently pressuring Ukraine to the con- 
Stitutional amendment recognized the country within 
its existing borders. The Constitution further strength- 
ened the notion that these borders were inviolable. 

Second, Minsk-2, like its predecessor Minsk-1, 
gave a voice to the leaders of the breakaway “Donetsk 
People’s Republic” and ““Luhansk People’s Republic.” 
It was signed by the leaders of these two regions, in- 
stantly enhancing their credibility when hitherto the 
Western world had considered them little more than 
advance posts of a predatory Russia. The rebels now 
demand that these changes become enshrined official- 
ly in an amended Constitution of Ukraine. 

Whether the DNR and LNR have any real legitim- 
acy is a moot point. There appears to be as much in- 
fighting among their leaders as there are barbs directed 
at the government in Kyiv. Clearly the settlements 
within are disaffected, having been bombarded by the 
Ukrainian army over the past year and used as a ref- 
uge by the renegade leaders. The reality is that we do 
not really know how popular they are, and how much 
support they could attract were a free and fair election 
possible. 

Third, the goals of Russia are uncertain and fluc- 
tuating. Speculation about the eleventh point in the 
Minsk-2 agreement, which is already nebulous, sug- 
gests that Vladimir Putin’s personal advisor Vladislav 
Surkoy, а Russian-Chechen businessman who was 
First Deputy Chairman of the Russian Presidential 
Administration for twelve years (ending 2011), in- 
serted that particular clause, undoubtedly with the 
president’s approval. It stipulates that Ukraine should 
be decentralized “(taking into account peculiarities of 
particular districts of Donetsk and Luhansk Oblasts, 
agreed with representatives of these districts). 


That Russia supports more autonomy for the Don- 
bas is evident, but what are its long-term goals? The 
answer would seem that these goals have receded 
from the once triumphant (though fundamentally and 
historically flawed) concept of Novorossiya to one of 
holding on to one’s gains and propping up, more or 
less, a defunct gangster regime that will ultimately 
succumb to pressure from the Ukrainian army or col- 
lapse from within thanks to feuds and in-fighting. 

The limitations of Russian ambitions are illustrated 
by a reluctance to escalate the conflict further and to 
engage in any form of physical occupation. Though 
propaganda against the “neo-Nazi” government in 
Kyiv has been relentless — and boosted by the rash 
actions of the Right Sector in Mukachevo, whether 
or not these were based on a moral crusade against 
corruption and smuggling — Putin himself has been 
strangely subdued, even extending some feelers to the 
West for cooperation over the crisis in Syria, while 
protesting the notion of an international commission 
to investigate the shooting of a Malaysian airliner 
over Donetsk region just over a year ago. 

Lamentably, through the blundering of both sides, 
the Donbas is the real victim of this protracted con- 
flict. Economically it is a wasteland that will take 
years to rebuild, if indeed it can be reconstructed. It 
would require enormous investment, an outlay that 
at present is as remote from the Ukrainian reality as 
it is possible to be. Its more enterprising souls have 
fled the scene. Thousands are dead, victims of shell- 
ing that does not discriminate between one side or an- 
other. Those surviving live amid intermittent warfare, 
dreading the coming winter. It may well be a frozen 
conflict, but that conflict is for a land that no one real- 
ly wants. 

Thus what the Europeans and United States are say- 
ing to Ukraine is: you must retain these devastated 
areas, feed them, provide them with resources, but 
without taking full authority over them or at least, 
not in the immediate future. In short, the fulfillment 
of this part of Minsk-2 would weaken fundamentally 
the Ukrainian state established in 1991. Today no 


one outside the country is supporting, Ше notion.ef. 
a centralized Ukraine under the rule of president or 


parliament. One would have to conclude that the rec- 
ognition of 1991 has been abruptly violated by both 
friends and enemies of the country. 

There are further implications for Ukraine here. 
The return of Crimea is not even part of Minsk-2. Fur- 
ther, those placing pressure on Poroshenko are not ex- 
erting similar pressure on the separatist governments, 
which are largely and openly ignoring the agreement, 
after some token gestures to comply. Most ofits stipu- 
lations, like Ukraine’s control over its original east- 
er border by the end of the year, are unenforceable. 
Ukraine can survive without Donbas and (especially) 
without Crimea, but only if they are severed perma- 
nently. At present it cannot regain Crimea but it can- 
not discard the occupied Donbas, which it has treated 
as alien territory for some time. 

Other questions will emerge, most notably the de- 
termination of where the border of the two oblasts 
should lie and whether Russia will permit the disarm- 
ing and defeat of the two separatist regimes by ceas- 
ing the constant flow of advanced weaponry over the 
border and removing its “volunteer” soldiers from the 
war zone. For Putin it is a drain of resources; one sus- 
pects that for most of the Russian troops fighting in 
Ukraine, it is an unpopular war. The messianic phase 
is over but the end goal is unclear. The only certainty 
is that there are no winners in this conflict. 


The fat lady 


By George Woloshyn, Kyiv Post 

“The opera is not over till the fat lady sings”. This 
witty colloquialism, which referred to the stereotyp- 
ically overweight sopranos of Wagnerian operas, can 
be applied to the interminable arias of the guardians of 
the Minsk Agreement: half the audience in the concert 
hall has dozed off, while the other half — mostly dip- 
lomats and politicians — struggle to stay awake until 
the fat lady sings. There would be humor in all this 
were it not for the thousands of military and civilian 
deaths and billions of dollars of destruction resulting 
from the Minsk Agreement charade. It is time for the 
fat lady to come out, sing her final song, and depart the 
stage. - 
The Minsk II Agreement was — in its time and day 
—a worthwhile experiment in conflict resolution, and 


from Minsk 


neither the Ukrainian government nor its western sup- 
porters should be faulted for seeking a “diplomatic” 
solution to a very undiplomatic outrage perpetrated 
by Putin and his acolytes. It was a roadmap leading 
to an outcome consistent with the professed wishes of 
both the Ukrainian and Russian sides: An immediate 
ceasefire; a pull-back of heavy weapons and troops, 
dialogue and enactment of laws on local elections and 
decentralization; pardon and amnesty for the scoun- 
drels; release of hostages; humanitarian aid for the 
needy; restoration of basic social services and pay- 
ments; full Ukrainian control of its border and imple- 
mentation of decentralization by year-end; and, final- 
ly, the departure or disarmament of all foreign and 
illegal groups. Putin, himself, agreed to these terms, 


Cont. on Р. 7 
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Has Kyiv been sold out by its Western allies? 


By Brian Whitmore 

(RFE/RL)—Just one sentence, 
inserted into a complex piece of 
legislation, caused some to wonder 
whether Kyiv has been sold out by 
its Western allies. 

One sentence that was too much 
for many Ukrainians. One sentence 
that was not enough for the Krem- 
lin. One sentence that the United 
States reportedly lobbied heavily 
for to assure that Kyiv was holding 
up its end of the Minsk cease-fire. 

The sentence: “The particulars 
of local government in certain dis- 
tricts of the Donetsk and Luhansk 
regions are to be determined by a 
special law.” 

This controversy over that one 
sentence in amendments to the 
Ukrainian Constitution aimed at 
devolving some power to the re- 
gions is the latest step in the deli- 
cate, duplicitous, and dangerous 
dance between Ukraine and Russia 
in the twilight of the Donbas war. 

From the moment the ink dried 
on the Minsk cease-fire back in 
February, it was obvious that the 
thorniest problem to solve would 
be how the separatist-held areas 
of Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts 
would ultimately be reintegrated 
into Ukraine. 

War is politics by other means 
and the Kremlin’s goals in Donbas 
are ultimately political. 

Vladimir Putin may have once 
dreamed of seizing all of what his 
propagandists call Novorossia — 
the strip of land from Kharkiv to 
Odesa — and establishing a land 
bridge to Crimea. 

But that’s off the table now and 
he is clearly not interested in an- 


inexing the war-ravaged апа eco- 
homically devastated enclaves his 


separatists currently hold. 

“The Kremlin, for its part, is los- 
ing interest in the armed conflict 
it helped create: It wants to move 
on from military interference in 
Ukraine to quieter political de- 
stabilization,” political commen- 
tator Leonid Bershidsky wrote in 
Bloomberg View. 

Russia is seeking to have the 


rebel-held areas enjoy broad au- 
tonomy inside Ukraine — a status 
similar to that enjoyed by Repub- 
lika Srpska in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 
And Moscow wants this status en- 
shrined in Ukraine’s constitution. A 
Ukraine decentralized to the point 
of dysfunction, after all, would 
make it all the easier for Moscow 
to meddle in Kyiv’s affairs. 

Ukrainian President Petro Poro- 
shenko is no fool. He knows this 
is Russia’s game. And when he 
presented his proposals for con- 
stitutional reform last month — a 
decentralization plan for all of 
Ukraine — it made no specific 
mention of any special status for 
Donetsk and Luhansk. 

But the fact that the version of 
the law now before parliament does 
— and the fact that U.S. Assistant 
Secretary of State Victoria Nuland 
traveled to Kyiv and met with law- 
makers on the day they voted for its 
first reading — has made many in 
the Ukrainian capital nervous. 

“Has the United States sold out 
Ukraine in exchange for Iran and 
Syria?” asked a headline in gor- 
donua.com. 

Likewise, in an interview with 
that same publication, Taras 
Stetskiv, a former member of 
the Ukrainian parliament, asked: 
“What exactly has Russia bought 
with its signature under the deal 
to close down Iran’s nuclear pro- 
gram? At least a special status for 
the Donbas in the constitution, and 
that’s why Nuland came to control 
the vote.” 

But while Ukrainians _ like 
Stetskiv may be suspicious that 
they have been sold out to Mos- 
cow, the Kremlin and its surrogates 
were unsatisfied. 

“Poroshenko’s amendments to 
the draft constitution are a far cry 
from the Minsk agreements and 
close only to the political whims 
of Poroshenko himself,” Aleksei 
Pushkov, chairman of the State 
Duma’s Foreign Affairs Commit- 
tee, tweeted. 

Political analyst Vladimir Socor 
wrote that “many Western officials 


are fearful that failure to wrap up 
a political settlement” on the status 
of Donetsk and Luhansk by the end 
of 2015, as stipulated by the Minsk 
agreement, “could free Russia to 
‘escalate’ again the military hostil- 
ities.” 

As a result, Socor wrote, 
Ukraine’s Western allies are pres- 
suring it into fulfilling these pol- 
itical provisions of the ceasefire 
despite Moscow’s failure to fulfil 
its end on the military side by ceas- 
ing military operations and pulling 
back heavy weapons. 

What Poroshenko effectively did 
is kick the can down the road a bit. 

The legislation that will ultim- 
ately determine how much auton- 
omy the rebel held areas will be 
granted — the one referenced in 
the constitutional amendments — 
won’t be drafted and debated until 
the autumn, when lawmakers re- 
turn from their summer recess. 

So Kyiv hasn’t given Moscow 
what it wants, enshrining a special 
status for Donetsk and Luhansk in 
the constitution — at least not yet. 
But it did just enough to satisfy 
Western powers who are eager to 
demonstrate that Ukraine is adher- 
ing to the Minsk agreement. 

It’s a clever tactic. But one has to 
wonder if there is a strategy. 

Because what eventually hap- 
pens with the rebel-held areas of 
Donbas is crucial to Ukraine’s fu- 
ture. 

If they are reintegrated the way 
Moscow wants them to be — with 
broad autonomy and the separatist 
forces legitimized as their polit- 
ical elite and police force — then 
Ukraine’s sovereignty will be se- 
verely curtailed. Integration with 
the West will be off the table. 

If you want to see Ukraine’s fu- 
ture under this scenario, just look at 
Bosnia. 

Some observers, most notably 
Alexander Motyl of Rutgers Uni- 
versity, have argued strenuously 
that it is in Kyiv’s best interests to 
just let the territories go. 

“Tf Kyiv were bold, it would 
countenance giving the occupied 


The fat lady from Minsk 


Cont. from P. 6 
and his acolytes signed them. What could be clearer, 
simpler, or more felicitous? 

But there’s a problem: implementation of the first 
point — scrupulously observed by the Ukrainian side 
— is already 5 months overdue on the Russian side. 
And the rest follows accordingly. Had Putin intended 
to honor the agreement, he could have ensured its im- 
plementation with a single phone call. Instead, he was 
preoccupied with getting to the phones, even before 
the bottom of his seat had cooled, to order a full front- 
al assault on Donetsk Airport. So there you have it — 
millions of lives shattered and countless hours wasted 
in Washington and European capitals in expectation of 
an agreement that never took root. Peace was given its 
chance — a peace based, at first, on honest dialogue 
and agreement; and, later, on Ukrainian sacrifice and 
patience with mounting casualties in the face of this 
“diplomatic solution”. 

It’s time for Ukraine’s partners to stop urging fur- 
ther concessions from Ukraine in anticipation that Pu- 
tin may eventually come to his senses. Whether or not 
they acknowledge it, they are the collateral benefici- 
aries of Ukraine’s one-on-one battle with the Russian 
Goliath. But Ukraine needs more than slingshots to 
hold back the Philistines. Every civilized country with 
backbone recognizes who are its friends and who are 
its enemies, and ought not be shy about coming to the 
aid of a friend defending itself against unprovoked at- 
tack by a bully. Whether or not that friend can invoke 
the NATO agreement or the Budapest Memorandum 
does not change the simple appeal to decency and self- 

interest that civilized states should have in standing up 
against naked aggression. 
The Minsk II Agreement is а єоод roadmap, and it 


can still bring the desired result of peace and stabil- 
ity to Europe and Ukraine. It can become the diplo- 
matic solution to the crisis. The problem is not with 
the agreement but with its enforcement. Rather than 
peace through concessions or dialogue, it can work 
(as all agreements with Russia work) only through 
strength. Both Europe and the U.S. must stick their 
heads out of their respective shells and take a more as- 
sertive and convincing stance — not with Poroshenko, 
but with Putin. 

Ukraine has proven to the whole world that it can 
and will fight and that its government and people are 
serious and united about internal reform and develop- 
ment of a civil society. It is no longer the indetermin- 
ate, spongy morass of the post-Soviet era, and Russian 
apologists can no longer claim that Ukraine is split in 
its foreign policy vector. Now is the time for Europe 
and the U.S. to step up and clearly state that Ukraine 
has asked for help against an aggressor state; that the 
western powers support Ukraine in its right to deter- 
mine its own destiny; and that it will start providing 
whatever arms, training, intelligence and related sup- 
port Ukraine needs to even the battlefield and to de- 
fend its troops and civilians. In addition, Europe and 
the U.S. must start tightening its sanctions across all 
sectors of the Russian economy, and assure Ukraine of 
the credit and economic support it needs to stabilize 
its economy until peace is restored. 

Maybe then all of us will look forward to hearing 
the fat lady sing. 

George Woloshyn worked in the administration of 
U.S. President Ronald Reagan. He is a former naval 
intelligence commander and former director of U.S. 
National Security Preparedness and a former director 
of the U.S. Office of Personnel Security Investigations. 


territories the independence that its 
separatist leaders say they want or 
have,” Мобу! wrote recently. 

“Think about it. If Kyiv took 
the initiative, it could, in one fell 
swoop, establish clarity in its east. 
If the enclave were independent, 
all talk of ‘civil war,’ autonomy, 
and ‘economic blockades’ would 
cease, and the only issue would be 
the Russian war against Ukraine 
proper.” 


Motyl acknowledges that such 
a move “would outrage Ukraine’s 
hyper-patriots and the pro-Kyiv 
eastern Ukrainians who’ve been 
fighting for their homeland in the 
Donbas” and is therefore unlikely. 

Instead, the best worst option for 
Kyiv would be to “freeze the con- 
flict and let the enclave drift away.” 

Which, by kicking the can down 
the road a bit, might be exactly 
what Poroshenko is doing. 


Edmonton Granite Memorials 
has moved! 


After 28 years at our former location at 97 Street 
and 110 Ave., we have moved to a brand new loca- 
tion at 13623 — 149 Street to serve you better. 


Open Mon to Friday 8:00 till 5:00 
Saturday 9:00 till 4:00 
Ph: 425-6311; 425-6320 


PETER GOLDRING 
Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East 


THE SENATE IS NECESSARY 


The Senate is one of Canada’s most constitutionally thought-out 
institutions. Its members were not intended to represent Canadians 
based on political affiliation, but based on region. The appointment, 
termination, and replacement of Senators is clearly spelled-out in 
the BNA Act as being the duty of the Governor General. However, 
by unwritten convention, these are now based on Prime Ministerial 
recommendation to the Governor General, making the conduct of 
Senators more partisan. The Upper House of “Sober Second Thought’ 
must be retained. It is intended to act as a check to the partisan House 
of Commons. Calls for the Senate to be abolished, due largely to ex- 
pense mismanagement, are an exaggerated and over-the-top response 
to a problem of ‘administration’ not a problem of ‘structure’. 

I am sure that the Leader of the Government in the Senate, Claude 
Carignon, as well as Senators Don Plett, Mike Duffy, and others, 
would all agree that the Senate’s accounting rules must become better 
defined. Doing so would normalize expense issues and help prevent 
embarrassment for the institution that is a very necessary counter bal- 
ance to the power of the partisan House of Commons. Normalizing 
and monitoring expenses should be conducted responsibly, efficiently, 


and internally. 


Abolition of the Senate is not the answer. Should the Senate be 
abolished, Ontario, with 1/3 of all representation in the House of 
Commons, might run Canada and the equal, apolitical, and regional 
representation that the Senate should provide will be gone. What is 
needed, over time, is reorganization and a revamping of Senator ac- 
countability guidelines and rules provided to Senators. Senators should 
be selected by the Governor General, as our Constitution presently 
describes, based possibly additionally on the recommendation of the 
provincial Lieutenant Governors such that the partisan aspect that is 
at the heart of the current scandal will greatly diminish. 


What do you think? 


(780) 495-3261 www.petergoldring.ca 


IMF leader lauds Ukraine 
for strong reform efforts 


(RFE/RL)—International Monetary Fund Managing Director 
Christine Lagarde July 29 lauded Ukraine’s government for aggressively 
undertaking long-needed reforms. 

After a horrible track record over the past two decades, Lagarde said 
the current government is enacting fiscal reforms and fighting corruption 
to turn the country around. 

“Ukraine has been an incredibly encouraging situation,” she said in 
an online press conference. “We have seen political determination to 
change the face of Ukraine,” despite the ongoing war with pro-Moscow 
rebels occupying large parts of the country’s east. 

“The Ukrainian authorities have actually delivered,” she said, showing 
“very strong political deliberation” as they tackle challenges “on all 
fronts.” 

The struggling country is even making progress restructuring its huge 
debts, Lagarde said, adding that bondholders have been “sensible on 
what can be achieved.” 

Ukraine announced it may borrow $1 billion in November through a 
new sale of bonds backed by the United States. 

That would be part of more than $3.2 billion in international assistance 
Ukraine expects to get by the end of the year, including another $1 
billion from the World Bank and 600 million euros from the European 
Commission. 
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Call 780-365-2434 


Lamont County 


10-5 pm August 22-23, 2015 — Andrew, = 


УТ, DRINK, DANCE! 


For Festival Details or to buy Zabava tickets: 


Email: babasandborshch@gmail.com 
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Second Ukrainian- 
origin MLA identified 


(UkrNews)}—A second Alberta 
MLA of Ukrainian origin has been 
identified. 

Jessica Littlewood, NDP MLA 
for Fort Saskatchewan-Vegreville 
announced she was of Ukrainian 
origin on her mother’s side during 
the opening ceremonies for Vegre- 
ville’s Pysanka Festival, July 3. 

After the May 5 election Ukrain- 
ian News was aware only of Deron 
Bilous, re-elected in Edmonton 
Beverly-Clareview and subse- 
quently appointed Minister of Mu- 
nicipal Affairs and the Minister in 
Charge of Service Alberta. 

Two Ukrainian origin MLAs 
from the previous legislature, 
Speaker Gene Zwozdesky and Ed- 
monton Decore MLA Janice Sarich 
both went down to defeat, while 
Bonnyville-Cold Lake MLA Genia 
Leskiw did not seek re-election. 

Littlewood’s mother’s maiden 
name was Annie Pawliuk and her 
parents came to Alberta from the 
Donetsk regions after World War II. 

But she knows very little about 
them because her grandfather died 
when her mother was only three 
and her grandmother never talked 
about her life in Ukraine until later 
in life when she was stricken with 
Alzheimer’s disease. 

(Ed. Note: Such reluctance is not 
unusual for refugees from Eastern 
Ukraine. They would have been 
survivors of the Holodomor, the 
genocidal famine created by Soviet 
dictator Joseph Stalin in 1933 and 


Jessica Littlewood 


many survivors never talked about 
that traumatic experience. They 
would also have covered up their 
true place of origin because under 
the Yalta agreement Western allies 
repatriated Ukrainians from the 
pre-war boundaries of the USSR 
back to the Soviet Union where 
they were either executed or sent 
to prison camps. Ukrainians from 
the pre-war USSR who managed 
to come to Canada said they were 
from Western Ukraine which had 
been under Polish rule prior to the 
war.) 

However, Littlewood is very in- 
terested in finding out more about 
her roots and working with the 
Ukrainian community and her con- 
stituents - many of whom are of 


Ukrainian origin. 

“Tam here to support all the con- 
stituents that live in this area but 
it’s really exciting to have the op- 
portunity connect back to my roots 
and the people out here are very 
well connected with their Ukrain- 
ian heritage so I can basically learn 
more from these people,” she told 
Ukrainian News. 

“I Feel that these are not just 
my neighbours, but are people that 
could be part of my family,” she 
added. 

She is also very concerned about 
the conflict that is currently raging 
in her ancestral region. 

“When you know that’s where 
you potentially could have rela- 
tives that you haven’t met yet and 
they could be dying in this conflict, 
it is very troubling and it’s devas- 
tating to think about.” 

Littlewood won by almost 3,000 
votes over Progressive Conserva- 
tive MLA Jacquie Fenske. 

She currently serves as a mem- 
ber of the Standing Committee 
on Private Bills and the Standing 
Committee on Families and Com- 
munities. 

Prior to her election, Littlewood 
was employed as an executive as- 
sistant with the accounting firm 
Ernst and Young. She previously 
worked at Goodwill Industries of 
Alberta as a supervisor, then as as- 
sistant manager, while also work- 
ing as a nursing attendant at the 
Good Samaritan Society. 


Borshch Cook Off judges announced 


(Babas & Borshch)—The third 
annual Babas & Borshch Ukrainian 
Festival is now just weeks away. 
Festival Coordinator Hazel Anaka 
is issuing a challenge and an invi- 
tation to all ‘closet cooks’ to enter 
this fun event. Entries are limited 
to the first 15 who call 780-365- 
2434 or write babasandborshch@ 
gmail.com 

“Tt (the cook off) has been one 
of the most popular aspects of the 
festival and we expect this year 
to be no different. In fact, based 
on early registrations, there will 
be some drama. Last year’s win- 
ner, Nicholas Zachoda of the St. 
Michael area will be competing 
head-to-head, ladle-to-ladle with 
first year winner (and his Baba) 
Helen Zachoda from Mundare. 
Last year young Nicholas took the 
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judges by surprise with his secret 
ingredient, an egg from one of his 
own chickens,” said Anaka. “I 
hear he’s been tending his vege- 
table garden with a lot of TLC and 
finessing his chopping skills.... 
pretty impressive for a teen.” 
“But, it all comes down to taste. 
It doesn’t matter how clever the 
stories they tell or how beautiful 
their place setting display is. Sure, 
those provide great entertainment 
value for the crowd but for us as 
judges, only the taste matters,” said 
Chef Gail Hall who is returning as 
one of the judges for her third year. 
Joining Hall this year is Chef Brad 
Smoliak of Kitchen by Brad and 
founder/editor of The Tomato food 
and drink magazine, Mary Bailey. 


Cooks compete for one of three 
prizes (a custom-made borshch 
bowl by Vegreville’s Debra Cher- 
niawsky-Durrer) and bragging 
rights. “Even though there was 
some trash talk last year and the 
Edmonton Journal has referred to 
it as a Borshch Smackdown, this is 
strictly a fun event. No one is go- 
ing to win a million dollars,” said 
Anaka. 

This year the Cook Off at 1 pm 
is sandwiched between Gail Hall’s 
Borshch Demo Cooking Class 
at 11:30, now free and open to 
all who attend, and the festival’s 
close out event: the screening of a 
documentary called A Place Called 
Shandro. Three excellent reasons 
to be in Andrew August 23rd. 


Top U.S. general backs giving 
lethal weapons to Ukraine 


(RFE/RL)—The United States should “seriously consider” providing 
Ukraine with lethal weapons and putting U.S. air strike controllers near 
combat areas in Iraq, a top general said July 21. 

General Mark Milley, who was nominated to be the next Army chief of 
staff, said he agreed with Marine Corps Commandant Joe Dunford that 
Russia poses the greatest threat to the United States because of its large 
nuclear arsenal and its “very, very aggressive” behavior since 2008. 

“They’ve attacked and invaded Georgia, they've seized the Crimea, 


they’ve attacked into the Ukraine,” 


Committee. “That’s worrisome.” 


he told the Senate Armed Services 


In view of the bombardment of Ukraine by artillery and rocket fire 
from Russian-backed rebels since last year, Milley said, “I would be in 
favor of [providing Kyiy with] lethal defensive equipment.” 

The United States has resisted equipping Ukraine with lethal weapons 
previously due to concerns about escalating the conflict. But Milley’s 
statement is the latest sign that the Pentagon may now be considering it. 

Milley said he also favors temporarily increasing and rotating U.S. 
ground forces in Europe to reassure allies and deter Russian aggression. 
The Army is already prepositioning equipment and engaging in exercises. 


Ukrainian Меум/5/Українські вісті, July 30 - August 12, 30 липня - 12 серпня, 2015 


Ukraine needs much more financial 
support from the West, Freeland says 


(UkrNews)—Ukraine needs 
much more financial support from 
the West than it is currently getting, 
says a Liberal MP with extensive 
knowledge about the country. 

Speaking at a Town House meet- 
ing with members of Edmonton’s 
Ukrainian community, organized 
by the Ukrainian Canadian Con- 
gress — Alberta Provincial Council 
at St. John’s Cultural Centre, July 
19, Toronto-Centre MP Chrystia 
Freeland, who is of Ukrainian ori- 
gin and served for many years as a 
foreign correspondent in Ukraine, 
said while the world is agoniz- 
ing over the Greek crisis, she was 
surprised at how weak the finan- 
cial support from the West was for 
Ukraine 

“Ukraine has had maybe one 
twenty-fifth or one thirtieth — 
not a quarter or one third but one 
twenty fifth or one thirtieth — of 
the support Greece has had for a 
population four times as big,” she 
stated. 

«І do think we need to Бе watch- 
ing Ukraine very closely and for 
sure there is a possibility that 
Ukraine will fail because of the 
failure of Ukraine’s own govern- 
ment. That cannot be ruled out. The 
Ukrainian people know that. The 
people in the government know 
that. I think our responsibility is 
to ensure that Ukraine doesn’t fail 
because of the lack of Western sup- 
port and because of a lack of West- 
ern understanding of how strategic- 
ally important ...the emergence of a 
prosperous, democratic, rule of law 
Ukraine is for all of Europe and 
really for the world.” 


If Ukraine can get through the 
next three years then “we're going 


to find that to be one of the most 
important, medium term strategic 
shifts” in a very positive way for 
the whole world, she added. 

Freeland appeared with Edmon- 
ton Centre Liberal candidate Randy 
Boissonnault who described her as 
one of the party’s “rock stars” in 
Parliament. 

Asked whether Ukraine should 
be provided with some debt relief, 
Freeland said it should and even 
though most of the debt is held by 
private creditors and Canada has 
no direct influence over them, we 
should use “moral suasion” and 
publicly support debt reduction for 
Ukraine. 

As far as the question of Can- 
ada supplying lethal weapons to 
Ukraine was concerned, Freeland 
said the reason she stresses the 
importance of economic support 
is that that is of utmost strategic 
importance and that Ukraine has a 
strong military industry and part of 


Chrystia Freeland with Randy Boissonnault 


the reviving the economy is getting 
Ukzaine to build its own weapons 

Freeland stressed that Canada’s 
policy towards Ukraine not be seen 
as catering to a particular ethnic 

Due to its special relationship, 
Canada could and should be the 
go-to country on Ukraine by de- 
veloping expertise. 

Asked why members of the 
Ukrainian community should vote 
Liberal, Freeland replied that the 
party has been very supportive of 
Ukraine and “it is very important 
for our community not to be owned 
by any particular political party”. 

She noted that no government 
is in office forever and if Ukrain- 
тап5 are perceived to belong to a 
particular party and that party ends 


up in opposition, there is a very real 
danger that Ukraine and Ukrainian 
Canadians won’t get the proper 
consideration. 

She also criticized Prime Min- 
ister Stephen Harper’s “my way 
or the highway” style both in do- 
mestic politics and in internation- 
al affairs, stating this has caused 
Canada to lose a lot of influence in 
multilateral organizations. 

Boissonnault cited several rea- 
sons for voting Liberal — we need 
to get the economy out of reces- 
sion, develop an east-west pipeline 
while managing the environment 
and giving the middle class a raise. 

He also said immigration system 
is broken and we need a partner in 
Ottawa that is willing to invest in 
cities. 

Boissonnault question how 
much of the government’s take on 
Ukraine and Russia is “sound bite 
and megaphone” as opposed to ac- 
tual work on the ground. 


U.S. to start training 
Ukrainian troops this fall 


(RFE/RL)—The United States 
will begin training Ukrainian Army 
troops this fall in an expansion of 
its military involvement in the div- 
ided country, the State Department 
has said. 

U.S. troops have already de- 
ployed in small numbers to Ukraine 
to train National Guard forces, but 
under the new plan would also take 
on regular military units. 

This will bring the total cost of 
a security assistance package for 
the embattled country — locked in 
a conflict with pro-Russian separa- 
tists — to $244 million since 2014. 


But a spokesman said the training 
would take place in the west of the 
country, far from the front line in the 
rebellious east, and did not mark a 
major change in U.S. strategy. 

“This is going to be small 
unit training...to help strengthen 
Ukraine’s internal defense capabil- 
ities,” Mark Toner said. “This train- 
ing is part of our long-running de- 
fense cooperation with Ukraine.” 

Toner said the United States 
would not be providing new equip- 
ment or new weaponry. “Our focus 
is on...nonlethal aid. And there is 
no plan to change that.” 


He noted that aid promised to 
Ukraine was not actually delivered 
until Ukrainian leaders came to 
Ottawa stating thank you for your 
pledge, but you haven’t cut us a 
cheque yet. 

“That is not acceptable in the 
international community,” he said 

Boissonnault is a successful 
entrepreneur, community leader, 
and philanthropist and co-founder 
of Literacy Without Borders, an 
international NGO devoted to pro- 
moting literacy for both children 
and adults in the developing world 
and in Canada. He has also served 
as Vice Chair of TEDx Edmonton 
and Chair of the Board of Direc- 
tors for the Francophone Economic 
Council of Alberta, the Franco- 


phone Sport Federation of Alberta, 
and the Canadian Francophone 
Games. 


Ukraine averts debt det 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine has made 
a crucial Eurobond interest pay- 
ment that kept the war-torn country 
from slipping into technical default 
and potential isolation from global 
credit markets. 

AFP reported that money to coy- 
er the $120 million debt was trans- 
ferred as soon as business hours 
began in Kyiv on July 24. 

Cash-strapped Ukraine now has 
two more months to negotiate a 
debt-restructuring deal before it 
faces a tougher deadline to make 
principal and interest payments of 
more than $500 million on another 
note on September 23. 

Franklin Templeton and three 


other U.S. financial giants own 
about two-thirds of the debt upon 
which Ukraine is trying to find 
savings of $15.3 billion during the 
coming four years. 

That target is part of a $40 billion 
global package the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) patched 
together to help Ukraine avoid an 
economic implosion exasperated 
by the war with pro-Russian sep- 
aratists in the eastern part of the 
country. 

The IMF signaled on July 23 that 
it could release $1.7 billion in fresh 
funds the following week even if 
Ukraine failed to reach the private- 
sector debt-relief deal. 


FAIRNESS Forte 
MIDDLE CLASS 


Justin Trudeau has a plan for fairness for the middle class 
and those working hard to join it. 


RANDY BOISSONNAULT 
Edmonton Centre 

чі @RandyB4yEG е Hi/R.Boissonnault 
RandyBoissonnault.ca 
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Сенаті закликав Обаму 
відвідати Україну 


(Голос  Америки)-Колишній лідер 
Демократичної більшості в Сенаті Том 
Дешл закликав президента Барака Оба- 
му відвідати Україну, щоб дати потужний 
сигнал про підтримку Сполученими Шта- 
тами цієї країни. 

Дешл, який щойно повернувся 3 
триденної поїздки в Україну в якості за- 
ступника голови Національного демокра- 
тичного інституту (National Democtratic 
Institue), висловив свою позицію в статті 
в газеті Politico. 

«Мене по-справжньому надихнув той 
дух, який я побачив в людей, що пережи- 
ли за останні два роки стільки хвилювань 
і труднощів», - пише Дешл. 

«Проголосивши в 1991 році 
незалежність від Радянського Союзу, 
Україна щосили боролася з тими серйоз- 
ними проблемами, які існували всередині 
країни і за її межами. Якщо корупція, слаб- 
ке політичне керівництво і економічна 
нестійкість істотно заважали прогресу в 
країні, то військова інтервенція з боку Росії 
викликала колосальні потрясіння і навіть 
втрату торік Криму, який довгий час був ча- 
стиною України», - наголосив він. 

«Росія продовжує надавати  знач- 
ну військову та економічну допомогу 
проросійським сепаратистам в Донецькій і 
Луганській областях, розташованих уздовж 
східного українського кордону. Але поки 
що Захід He зумів дати Ha це осмислену i ба- 
гатозначну відповідь. Благання України про 
істотну військову та економічну допомогу, 
звернені до Європейського Союзу та Спо- 
лучених Штатів, в основному ігноруються. 

- Тим не менш, слабо фінансуються і не ма- 
ють чисельної переваги українські збройні 
сили здивували міжнародне співтовариство 
своїми успіхами і продемонстрували вра- 
жаючу рішучість стримати військові зусил- 
ля Росії», - пише Дешл. 

«Я зустрічався з рішучими i сміливими 
реформаторами в уряді, в парламенті ї в 
громадянському суспільстві, які почина- 
ють закладати основи сучасної демократії. 
Це було б важко навіть без конфлікту на 
сході, і навіть якби економіка демонстру- 
вала хороші показники. Повалений в ході 

- народної революції 2014 режим колиш- 
нього президента Віктора Януковича зали- 
шив жалюгідну спадщину. Народу України 
дісталися вихолощені інститути, неблаго- 
получнаармія і суспільство, деморалізоване 
і зубожіле через системну корупцію», - за- 
значив американський політик. 

На погляд Дешла, є п'ять конкретних 
дій, на які США можуть піти і які можуть 
дійсно означати різницю між успіхом і 
провалом в цей критичний час. 

«По-перше, я вважаю, що президент 
Барак Обама має відвідати Україну. Маю- 
чи важливе символічне значення на тлі 
боротьби i зусиль українців з будівництва 
своєї демократичної республіки, такий 
візит став би потужним каталізатором 
наснаги та зміцнення реформаторського 
керівництва як в уряді, так і в громадянсь- 
кому суспільстві», - зазначає Дешл. 

Колишній  сенатор-демократ також 
пише, що українські військовослужбовці 
повинні «отримати можливість захищати 
себе». Він нагадав, що такі організації, як 
«Атлантична рада» та Інститут Брукінтса 
закликали надати Україні військову до- 
помогу летального i нелетального ха- 
рактеру об'ємом в 3 мільярди доларів, 
щоб забезпечити Київ «сучасною» обо- 
ронною зброєю для протидії «сучасній» 
наступальній зброї Росії. 

Однак сам Дешл прямо не заявив, чи 

підтримує він особисто ці пропозиції. 
На його погляд, США можуть також до- 
помогти Україні у створенні політичних 
партій та урядових інституцій, роз- 
витку малого бізнесу та приватного 
підприємництва, викоріненні корупції та 
просуванні конституційних та політичних 
реформ. ; 

«Напевно, на земній кулі немає такого 
місця, де ставки в боротьбі за демократію 
і свободу вищі, ніж в Україні, і де їх побу- 
дова більш здійсненна. Сполучені Штати 

не повинні втрачати цю можливість», - 
заявив Том Дешл. 


Марк Крутов «Ррадіо Свобода» 

Після того, як президент України Петро 
Порошенко підписав пакет законів про 
декомунізацію України, що передбачає, 
зокрема, вільний доступ громадян до 
архівів СБУ та МВС, десятки дослідників, 
істориків та просто зацікавлених вже 
скористалися можливістю отримати до- 
ступ до раніше засекречених документів. 
Серед них - Руслан Забілий, директор 
львівського музею «Тюрма на Лонцького». 
У будівлі музею до війни була в'язниця 
НКВС, з 1941 по 1944 роки - слідча 
в'язниця гестапо, а з 1944-го по 1991-й — 
слідчий ізолятор МДБ-КДБ СРСР. Ще до- 
недавна, в 2011 році, за Віктора Янукови- 
ча, Служба безпеки України обшукувала 
музей, вилучала з нього документи і заа- 
рештовувала співробітників за підозрою в 
«розголошенні державної таємниці». Те- 
пер все змінилося, і Руслан Забілий може 
сам приходити до архіву СБУ і вивчати 
документи, що свідчать про злочини як 
нацистських, так і радянських каральних 
органів. 

Вінтерв'юРадіо СвободаРусланЗабілий 
розповідає про червоноармійського ко- 
мандира, завербованого гестапо, який 
очолив табірну поліцію, а потім повер- 
нувся до лав Червоної армії, про членів 
монархічного руху, які сиділи в тюрмах 
НКВС і КДБ аж до середини минулого 
століття, а також про методи фізичного 
впливу, що застосовувалися до ув'язнених 
у пізньорадянський період. 

- Ще починаючи з 2010 року, я і мої ко- 
леги багато робили для того, щоб архіви 
були відкриті. І сьогодні ми маємо резуль- 
тат: можемо працювати цілком спокійно 
не тільки в архіві СБУ, але також і в 
архіві МВС, в архіві Служби зовнішньої 
розвідки, Міністерства оборони та в 
інших архівах. 

Але наразі найкраща ситуація з робо- 
тою в архівах саме в архіві СБУ. У них 
більший досвід розсекречення, досвід 
роботи з істориками, відповідний штат 
в цьому архіві, якщо порівнювати архів 
СБУ і архів МВС, де справ удвічі більше, 
але в штаті лише близько 10 архіваріусів 
. Звичайно, є проблеми, є труднощі, які 
потрібно вирішувати на державному 
рівні, але цей процес не тільки триває, а й 
буде більш ефективним. 

- Які категорії документів вже доступні, 
а які ще ні? 

- Зараз доступно буквально все! Це й 
агентурні справи, і наглядові справи, спра- 
визі спецоперацій КДБ, МДБ. Наприклад, 
нас дуже цікавили справи щодо конц- 
табору «Шталаг 328» - це по сусідству 
з нами, з нашим музеєм. Львів - єдине, 
напевно, місто в Європі, в самому центрі 
якого був військовий концтабір. Ми щодо 
нього мали дуже обмежену інформацію, 
але зараз, наприклад, ми можемо вивча- 
ти літерну справу щодо цього концтабо- 
ру. Ми можемо вивчати справу, і вона у 
нас вже є, щодо діяльності колишнього 
офіцера Червоної армії Андрія Якушева, 
який був у цьому концтаборі начальником 
поліції. Це понад 30 томів. Лейтенант, ко- 
мандир кулеметної роти, який став рап- 
том начальником поліції в концтаборі для 
військовополонених. Його історія aye 
цікава, в певному розумінні показова. Він 
був завербований як агент гестапо, який 
займався розробкою трамвайного депо, 
де працювали робітники, і там могли бути 
якісь антинацистські настрої. Він вико- 
нував завдання з розробки польського 
підпілля, Армії Крайової, він виконував 
завдання з розробки підпілля Організації 
українських націоналістів (ОУН). Це був 
дуже жорстокий чоловік, який нікого не 
милував, він робив успішну кар'єру не 
тільки начальника поліції в концтаборі, 
a й агента гестапо. Як колишній 
військовополонений він у 1944 році знову 
опинився в Червоній армії, воював навіть 
проти Японії, але згідно з нововиявлени- 
ми матеріалами - напевно, працівники 
СМЕРШу ознайомилися з трофейни- 
ми документами, які були в 1944 році 
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«Це - робота на десятиліття» 
Історик Забілий про розсекречені архіви 


ene ity 
Руслан Забілий 


захоплені у Львові, - він був засудже- 
ний на 10 років в'язниці в 1946 році. А 
на початку 70-х років один з колишніх 
військовополонених цього  концтабо- 
ру його впізнав в Ростові-на-Дону, було 
відкрито нову справу, яка розслідувалася 
вже щодо його діяльності як начальника 
поліції. У результаті він був засуджений 
до вищої міри покарання - розстрілу. 

У цих справах розкривається дуже 
багато цікавих фактів про те, в яких 
умовах жили військовополонені, яких 
національностей були військовополонені 
в цьому концтаборі. Я хотів би сказати, 
що там були не тільки українці, росіяни 
чи євреї, там були і аварці, i французи, й 
італійці. Зараз це місце у Львові привертає 
увагу, там встановлено пам'ятний хрест, 
присвячений жертвам цього концтабо- 
ру. Він був розташований на території 
колишньої цитаделі, це оборонна споруда, 


У такому фактично первозданному стані 
вона - єдина зі збережених у Європі. Такі 
фортеці будувалися за єдиним проектом в 
усій колишній Австро-Угорській імперії. 
Але десь залишилися окремі, грубо ка- 
жучи, деталі - вежі чи окремі цитаделі, 
чи казарми. Тут у нас повний комплекс, 
який становить величезний інтерес 1 для 
істориків, і для туристів. 

- У 1944 році в тюрмі на вулиці 
Лонцького розміщувався слідчий відділ 
i слідчий ізолятор HKBC. Які історії 3 
цього періоду часу Вам вдалося знайти в 
архівах? 

- Різні історії. Їх настільки багато, що 
нам, якщо відверто говорити, потрібно 
сидіти в архіві не по кілька тижнів, а 
може, по кілька місяців 1 років, не ви- 
лазячи звідти. Тому що дуже багато є 
таємниць, питань, які нас цікавлять, 1 
щодо режиму, щодо функціонального 
призначення цієї в'язниці, і звичайно ж, 
головне - це долі людей, які тут перебува- 
ли. Люди дуже різні, різного соціального 


походження, від звичайних сільських 
жителів до інтелігенції, представників 
церкви. 

Остання інформація, яка нас 


зацікавила(ми ще будемо шукати додат- 
кову інформацію в архівах), це те, що тут 
були навіть представники російського 
монархічного руху. Наприклад, сюди, 
до тюрмі потрапила дочка колишньо- 
го офіцера Білої гвардії, яка в умовах 
існування радянської юридичної системи 
просто не могла не потрапити до в'язниці 
НКВС. Нас ця історія теж дуже цікавить. 

- Чи є в архівах документи більш 
пізнього періоду - періоду МДЬ i КДБ? 

- Так, є чимало документів, але 
відносно багато - потрібно розуміти, що 
в 1991 році в системі КДБ, коли Союз 
розвалювався, насамперед знищувалися 
документи, скажімо так, більш пізнього 
періоду існування КДБ, тобто періоду 
60-х, 70-х, 80-х, особливо 80-х років. Ці 
документи знищувалися, тому що вони 
могли бути підставою для відкриття 
справ з переслідування працівників КДБ. 
Деякі документи збереглися. Наприклад, 
у 2009 році я був у Литві, і там я отри- 


мав копію розміром у понад 200 сторінок 
наказу КДБ Хо180 «Про регламентацію 
діяльності в'язниць» у системі КДБ. Цей 
наказ в деталях розповідає, як утримува- 
ти ув'язнених, який повинен бути режим 
і так далі. 

У 2010 році, коли Служба безпеки 
мене заарештувала, копія цього наказу 
була конфіскована з музею, адже вони 
вважали, що на той час цей наказ не 
був розсекречений Службою безпеки, 
що це теж підстава звинуватити мене в 
розголошенні державної таємниці. Зараз 
я отримав доступ до цих наказів, і той же 
наказ 35180 1972 року я знайшов в архіві 
СБУ. Ба більше, це - екземпляр, який без- 
посередньо використовувався для роботи 
в нашій в'язниці, тобто він має для нас як 
для музею ще й значення меморіального 
характеру. У цьому наказі розкривається 
внутрішня кухня роботи ізоляторів КДБ, 
це те, про що раніше ми могли дізнатися 
тільки зі спогадів колишніх ув'язнених. 
Зараз ми маємо в руках документ, який 
деталізує все це, наприклад, розповідає в 
деталях, як повинно було здійснюватися 
примусове годування ув'язнених. 
Колишні ув'язнені не завжди хочуть 
розповідати про деталі цієї процедури, 
тому що вона містить деякі пікантні пи- 
тання з фізіології людини, але в цьому 
наказі все детально розписано по пун- 
ктах - як виробляти примусове годуван- 
ня ув'язненого, якщо він раптом вирішив 
оголосити голодування. 

- Які ще методи тиску на ув'язнених, 
якщо судити з цих документів, використо- 
вувалися або могли використовуватися у 
в'язницях КДБ-МДЬ в Україні? 

- У цьому ж документі, звичайно, пря- 
мим текстом не говориться про фізичний 
вплив на ув'язнених. Але я вважаю, що 


повинні були бути якісь ще супутні на- 
кази, тому що, наприклад, у в'язниці 
історії КДБ у Вільнюсі збереглися так 
звані «м'які камери». Це камери для тих 
ув'язнених, які порушували режим, яких 
фактично били, але помітних зовнішніх 
ознак того, що їх б'ють, не залишалося, 
бо стіни цих камер були м'якими, обтяг- 
нутими дерматином, під дерматином був 
або товстий шар поролону, або тюремні 
матраци. Так, у таких ув'язнених були 
пошкодження внутрішніх органів, але це 
ще потрібно було доводити. Тобто були 
подвійні стандарти, з одного боку, ніби 
збереження соціалістичної законності, а з 
іншого боку, з часів НКВС не дуже бага- 
то змінювалося, хіба що камуфлювалось 
якимось чином. Звичайно ж, нас цікавлять 
документи про порушення законності, що 
ми шукаємо і я думаю, знайдемо. Тоді 
картина стане більш повною і ясною. 

— Чи працюєте Ви з людьми, які втра- 
тили своїх рідних і сліди ведуть у ці 
в'язниці? 

- Ми постійно проводимо таку роботу. 
Щоб ви зрозуміли масштаб, в Львівському 
обласному архіві СБУ зараз зберігається 
80 тисяч справ на ув'язнених, які прохо- 
дили через тюрму на Лонцького. Якщо ми 
будемо враховувати те, що деякі справи 
були на групу осіб, то це число може зро- 
сти, скажімо, до 100 тисяч. Можете собі 
уявити масштаб роботи, яку нам ще на- 
лежить провести. Це - робота, насправді, 
на десятиліття, до того ж я говорив тільки 
про справи, пов'язані з ув'язненими, але 
закрита інформація зберігалася 1 в інших 
справах, які ми шукаємо. Це контрольно- 
наглядові справи, це справи оперативних 
розробок, не кажучи вже про агентурні 
справи, яких збереглося, на жаль, дуже 
мало, бо майже всі вони були знищені. 
Фактично, якщо говорити про глибоке 
вивчення архіву, не тільки СБУ, а й інших, 
ми тільки починаємо роботу. Для нас, на- 
приклад, зараз дуже цікавим є архів МВС, 
тому що в цьому архіві зберігається фонд 
тюремно-адміністративного управління. 
Ми ще не бачили цих документів і не 
знаємо, що там зберігається і які таємниці 
ми можемо відкрити. 


ot 
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Gaidar’s daughter plans social| Avoiding lustration 
reforms in Ukraine’s Odesa 


(RFE/RL)—A Russian activist 
and politician who agreed to serve 
as a deputy governor in the tense 
Ukrainian region of Odesa has 
vowed to launch social reforms and 
help fight corruption there. 

Maria Gaidar, the 32-year-old 
daughter of late former acting 
Russian Prime Minister Yegor 
Gaidar, was chosen for the Odesa 
post last week by former Georgian 
President Mikheil Saakashvili, 
who was himself tapped by Kyiv in 
late May to govern Odesa. 

There are still questions over the 
specifics of Gaidar’s appointment, 
which faces potential hurdles over a 
Ukrainian-citizenship requirement. 

But Gaidar told RFE/RL’s 
Ukzainian Service on the sidelines 
of a Kyiv press conference on 
July 20 that she would work 
under Saakashvili to oversee the 
social sphere, where the biggest 
challenges are “corruption and a 
lack of openness.” 

“We would like to open a citizen’s 
office, where people could come to 
discuss corruption, make suggestions 
or complaints so we could talk with 
them, analyze their situation, and 
work to effectively resolve their 
problems,” Gaidar said. 

Gaidar pledged to work to improve 
the lives of displaced persons who 
come to Odesa from conflict zones 
in eastem Ukraine, saying their 
situation is “the most acute issue.” 

Kyiv and the West accuse Russia 
of supplying troops and weapons to 
pro-Moscow separatists in eastern 
Ukraine to feed that conflict, which 


Maria Gaidar 


has killed more than 6,500 people 
since Moscow forcibly annexed 
Crimea from Ukraine in March 2014. 
Harvard-educated Gaidar, who is 
both an economist and a lawyer by 
profession, previously worked as 
deputy governor of Russia’s Kirov 
region in 2009-11 and advised 
Moscow’s deputy mayor in 2012-13. 
Saakashvili said when he 
announced her appointment on 
July 17 that he had asked Ukrainian 
President Petro Poroshenko to 
grant Gaidar Ukrainian citizenship. 
“There is war going on. There are 
the dead, the refugees,” Gaidar said. 
“Tt’s a fact that there is a war going 
on between Russia and Ukraine, 
there is no question about it.” 
Gaidar was criticized in Ukraine 
for appearing hesitant to denounce 
Russia’s occupation and seizure of 
Crimea. 


Gaidar said she supported the 
territorial integrity of Ukraine. 

She wrote on her blog on July 18 
that she opposed “the annexation 
of Crimea and the war in eastern 
Ukraine” between Russian-backed 
separatists and Ukrainian troops. 

Gaidar, a prominent activist and 
vocal critic of Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, said she took part 
in opposition demonstrations when 
not many people protested against 
the government. 

Gaidar’s appointment has been 
criticized in Russia as a betrayal. 

“Working with people of which 
Russia has a very bad opinion is 
perceived not only as defiance 
against power, but also against all 
Russians,” Nikita Belykh, governor 
of the Kirov region, said. 

Gaidar also said she would 
oversee reforms of health care and 
other sectors. 

“My task is to attract international 
experts so they come and help 
to study the situation and create 
an appropriate reforms program, 
which I will begin to implement,” 
Gaidar said. 

Her father, who served as acting 
ptime minister in 1992, helped 
launch Russian economic reforms 
after the collapse of the Soviet 
Union. He died in 2009. 

Saakashvili, whose appointment 
to the Odesa gubernatorial post in 
late May shocked many people, 
eared early praise for dismissing 
security and customs officials 
suspected of involvement in 
bribery. 


Volunteer rebel sheds light on 
Russian military involvement 


By Nail Khisamiev 
and Merhat Sharipzhan 

(RFE/RL)—Russian troops regu- 
larly enter separatist-controlled ter- 
ritory in eastern Ukraine and serve 
there on a rotational basis, accord- 
ing to a volunteer who has been 
fighting with the insurgents since 
October. 

Rustam, a Russian citizen from 
Tatarstan’s Saba district who gave 
only his first name, made the claims 
in a telephone interview with RFE/ 
ВІ/5 Tatar-Bashkir Service on July 
20. 

He said that regular Russian 
troops enter Ukraine’s Luhansk 
and Donetsk regions for a period 
of one week before they leave and 
are replaced by fresh forces. Rus- 
sia also regularly sends military in- 
structors to Ukraine’s east to train 
pro-Russian separatists, according 
to Rustam. 

Moscow has officially denied 
any involvement in fighting in the 
Luhansk and Donetsk regions, 
the areas of conflict in which the 
United Nations estimates that more 


than 6,400 people have been killed. 

Rustam, a 25-year-old Muslim, 
served a mandatory one-year mil- 
itary term in the Russian Army 
in 2009-10. Later, in 2011-14, he 
served on a contractual basis with 
a Russian military unit stationed 
in the North Caucasus region of 
Chechnya. 

From there, after learning on the 
Internet how to link up with pro- 
Russian forces in eastern Ukraine, 
he joined the separatists as a volun- 
teer in 2014. 

Once on the ground, Rustam 
learned that every separatist unit 
in eastern Ukraine has one military 
instructor sent from Russia. He 
claims that these instructors were 
sent under the guise of contractors. 

Overall, he estimates that every 
unit “has some 15 volunteers from 
Russia” fighting for it. The other 
fighters, he says, “are local people.” 

Asked why he wanted to join the 
separatists, Rustam echoed a line 
often used in Russian media. 

“Well, it is about fascism here. 
Fascism. They have not fully 


eradicated followers of Hitler and 
Bandera here,” he said. “I came 
here to fight against them.” 

Rustam said that his involve- 
ment was just, adding that many 
other Muslims — including Azer- 
baijanis, Chechens, and others — 
are among the separatist troops in 
eastern Ukraine. 

He also says that he has never 
received any official payments for 
his service in Ukraine. 

“T have never signed any docu- 
ments related to payments. My 
name and surname has never been 
added officially to any form. There 
is no official information about me 
here as I came here just to help,” 
Rustam said. “My command- 
ers give me some money to buy 
clothes, food, and for some leisure. 
But officially, I have never been 
paid.” 

He added that the command- 
ers give money in Russian rubles 
brought by armored cars on a daily 
basis. Rustam said that he does not 
know where the armored cars come 
from. 


Kyiv City Council approves open-air museum of Soviet occupation 


(RFE/RL)—Kyiv risked drawing 
further ire from Moscow on July 23 
by approving the construction of an 
open-air museum devoted to seven 
decades of Soviet “occupation” of 
Ukraine. 

Kyiv’s city council instructed 
authorities in the Ukrainian cap- 
ital to agree on a single location 
that could display all remaining 
communist-era symbols and monu- 


ments — now officially banned — 
айег being converted into a public 
park. 

A top Ukrainian culture ministry 
official had earlier said the contro- 
versial exhibit would help various 
generations remember and learn 
about “the crimes committed by 
the totalitarian Soviet regime in 
Ukraine.” 

There was no immediate reaction 


from Moscow about the move. 

In May, Kyiv’s city council had 
voted to remove all remnants of 
Ukraine’s Soviet past from across 
the city by August 24. 

Ukraine was part of the Soviet 
Union from the communist state’s 
inception in 1922 to its collapse 
under the dual pressures of eco- 
nomic depression and regional sep- 
aratism in 1991. 


in Ukraine 


Senior prosecutor evades sweep 
of Yanukovych-era officials 


By Katya Gorchinskaya 

(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian prosecu- 
tor Oleh Valendyuk should have 
been out of a job last fall, the victim 
of a lustration law meant to clear 
away members of former President 
Viktor Yanukovych’s team after his 
ouster at the hands of pro-European 
protesters. 

Instead, Valendyuk holds a high- 
er position than ever: he is the top 
prosecutor in the capital, Kyiv. 

His story is a case study in the 
government’s struggles to put the 
corruption-riddled past behind it 
and start with a clean slate, setting 
the stage for reforms needed to im- 
prove the nation’s economy and 
make it less vulnerable to Russia. 

The position he held before 
the Euromaidan protests toppled 
Yanukovych in February 2014 put 
Valendyuk squarely in the ranks of 
officials subject to lustration and 
barred from holding public office 
under a law adopted in September. 

But Valendyuk used his connec- 
tions, his 18 years of experience, 
and his intimate knowledge of 
Uksaine’s grafi-marred legal sys- 
tem to win an exception. 

And he did it in just three busi- 
ness days. 

Like similar processes in for- 
mer Soviet and Eastern Bloc states 
after the collapse of communism, 
Ukraine’s law on lustration is a cru- 
cial part of the pro-Westem govern- 
ment’s bid to shake off the Yanuko- 
vych era — and with it the legacy of 
decades of domination by Moscow, 
whose danger has been reinforced by 
Russia’s annexation of Crimea and 
the deadly conflict with Kremlin- 
backed separatists who have seized 
parts of the Donbas region. 

The law on lustration, or cleans- 
ing the ranks of power, came into 
effect on October 15. That day, 
Valendyuk — then a deputy depart- 
ment chief at the Ukrainian Pros- 
ecutor-General’s Office — sent 
a letter to the prosecutor-general 
asking whether he would fall under 
lustration. 

The answer came the next day, 
October 16: Yes. 

Valendyuk challenged that on 
Friday, October 17, asking a court 
to issue a preventive ban on his 
dismissal. The following Monday, 
October 20, the ban was approved 
— the key first step in a process that 
has enabled him to avoid lustration 
altogether. 

The process was astoundingly 
speedy for Ukraine, where bureau- 
cratic procedures can take months 
to complete and cases often drag on 
for ages in the overcrowded courts. 

Asked how long it takes an or- 
dinary citizen to receive a written 
response from a prosecutor in any 
given case, Valendyuk himself 
told RFE/RL’s Ukrainian service: 
“Depending on whether a check is 
needed, it might be either 15 days 
or a month, 30 days.” 

Tetyana Kozachenko, head of 
the Justice Ministry department 
that handles the process of cleans- 
ing the government of tainted sen- 
ior officials, said the fast-tracking 
of the procedure in Valendyuk’s 
case is incredible. 

“T think he did a great job at 


avoiding lustration,” she said. : 

Kozachenko said that Valendyuk 
was previously a deputy head of 
the department that represented the 
Prosecutor-General’s Office in the 
courts, and knows the inner work- 
ings of the system very well. 

“He has connections and possi- 
bilities, the understanding of pro- 
cess, the people who work there, 
and ability to get the needed de- 
cisions — including ones in his 
favor,” said Kozachenko. Those 
words could describe any slippery, 
successful careerist in the for-_ 
mer Soviet Union or its successor 
states: exactly the atmosphere that 
Ukraine is struggling to dispel. 

Valendyuk denies any wrong- 
doing, asserting that the court deci- 
sion protecting him from lustration 
restored justice because, he argues, 
he had no management power 
under Yanukovych. 

He categorically disagrees that 
he falls under the legal criteria for 
lustration. 

But Kozachenko is not con- 
vinced. 

“According to the criteria, the_ 
time when he held the job and 
its seniority mean he has to be 
banned,” she said. 

In another twist, the October 21 
ruling in Valendyuk’s favor was 
kept secret, even though by law, all 
court rulings must be published in 
an open electronic registry the day 
after they are issued. 

Volodymyr Kaluha, deputy head 
of the state company that runs 
the electronic registry, said that 
the court sat on the paper for four 
months before sending it on. 

The company that keeps the 
registry then held the ruling for two 
months before it finally appeared 
online, Kaluha said. 

Why this happened will be a sub- 
ject to the next internal check,” he 
said. 

Valendyuk had no explanation 
for the delay. “I have no relation to 
the electronic registry of court de- 
cisions,” he said. 

Markiyan Halabala, deputy head 
of an independent body set up to 
investigate judges and the rulings 
they issued during the protests that - 
pushed Yanukovych out, said he 
knows why the ruling was hidden 
from the public eye. 

“The answer is simple. It’s cor- 
ruption,” he said. 

Halabala says that the Kyiv dis- 
trict administrative court judge 
who issued the ruling should Бе | 
lustrated also. 

The judge, Viktor Danylyshyn, 
banned public gatherings on 
Kyiv’s central streets on November 
21, 2013, as the protests against 
Yanukovych — over the about- 
face in which he spurned a planned 
deal with the European Union and 
turned toward Russia — were gain- 
ing momentum. 

Hundreds of thousands of people 
turned out at street protests the fol- 
lowing weekend in a show of defi- 
ance, and Yanukovych fled to Rus- 
sia three months later as his hold on 
power crumbled. 

More than 620 former officials 
have been lustrated so far, accord- 
ing to the Justice Ministry. 


про Володимира 
Марича 


Смерть є неминуча для всіх, 
але кожна людина плянує на 
життя. Тому, ніхто не знає, коли 1 
де йому прийдеться зробити цей 
фінальний крок на шляху свого 
життя. Здається, що це одино- 
кий Божий закон, що стосується 
бідних i багатих, видатних і зви- 
чайних людей, що вкінці мусять 
здати звіт свого життя тут на 
землі перед своїм Творцем. 

Покійний Володимир наро- 
дився і виростав в ті бурхливі 
передвоєнні часи, де came 
існування було щоденною бо- 
ротьбою, а пляни на майбутнє 
для молодих людей були зовсім 

-не можливими. Покійний наро- 
дився 20 лютого 1925 р. в родині 
Михайла i Павліни, в яких було 
троє дітей, у селі Опака біля 
м. Борислава. Там він закінчив 
семирічну школу у 1940 р. По- 
при бажання піти далі вчитись, 
ці пляни перервала совєтсько- 
німецька війна. Бувши замоло- 
дим, щоб бути завербованим до 
окупаційних армій, йому зда- 
валось, що залишившись вдома, 
він буде допомагати батькам в 
ті тяжкі часи. То доля судилась 
інша, німецькі окупанти за- 

-гнали його разом з іншими на 
рабську роботу до Німеччини 
на фабрику воєнної продукції. В 
тяжких і нелюдських умовах до- 
велось відробити 4 роки, аж до 
закінчення війни. Кінець війни 
був радісним, бо залишився жи- 
вим серед розбитого міста, хоч 
і надломленою людиною, яка не 
знала про завтрашній день. 

Доля уєміхнулась, коли в 
руїнах розбитого міста відшукав 
свою наречену Дусю. Радість 

-була велика, але недовга, бо чер- 
вона рука окупанта простягла- 
ся до нашого міста Магдебурі. 
Вертатись додому "на родіну" 
не було у їхніх плянах, а єдиний 
вихід з непередбаченої ситуації 
було прорватись через "залізну 
куртину" у західну зону. З ве- 
ликим ризиком для життя і Бо- 
жою поміччю довелося пробра- 
тися до таборів переселенців в 
англійській зоні. Своє трирічне 
перебування в таборі у Гановері 
Володимир не змарнував, а вже 
у 1946 р. оженився з Евдокією 
Залевською, де й народилась у 
них дочка Юлія. Саме в Гановері 
покійний вступив до технічної 
школи, де отримав фах механіка 
і вивчив англійську мову, а в 
гімназії в таборі отримав серед- 
ню освіту. Прибувши до Едмон- 
тону в 1948 p., здобув середню 
освіту у Вікторія Композіт школі. 

Після свого приїзду до Ед- 


монтону став членом катедрти 
св. Йосафата, де хрестили своїх 
дітей Ірину i покійного Романа, 
Усі діти отримали вищу освіту, 
і це дуже радувало покійного і 
його дорогу дружину. Покійний 
Володимир брав активну участь 


в церковних i громадських 
організаціях, а також був голо- 
вою Парафіяльної ради, головою 
Братства Українців Канади при 
катедрі св. Йосафата, займав 
різні посади в єпархіяльній 
управі | Братства | Українців 
Католиків, довгий час був се- 
кретарем і заступником голови 
Конгресу Українців Канади в 
Едмонтоні. Володимир довгий 
час був членом суспільної служ- 
би i скарбником, бо вважав, що 
ця оргазінація 

виконує дуже важливу христи- 
янську місію. Служив він віддано 
в дуще багатьох організаціях, 
присвятивши багато свого часу 
і праці для добра нашої церкви 
і народу. У своєму житті був 
відзначений багатьма нагорода- 
ми, але найбільшою нагородою 
для нього було виконання свого 
обов'язку. Братство Українців 
Канади високо оцінило його пра- 
цю, відзначивши його орденом 
Святого Володимира. 

Він не забував і роботу в ка- 
надських організаціях, був чле- 
ном Ліги, коли діти були малими. 
Був головою Асоціяції механіків 
і техників в Едмонтоні, де він 
пропрацював понад 30 років. 
Також, був членом профспілки 
та брав участь у Конгресах 
профспілок Альберти і в інших 
канадських організаціях. 

У родині було троє дітей: дві 
дочки і син Роман, який трагічно 
згинув в автомобільній аварії. 
Покійний залишає в смутку дві 
дочки, трьох онуків і свою люби- 


му дружину Дусю. 
Вічна йому пам'ять! 
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Посмертна згадка Посвячуючись східній церкві, я мав 
на оці лиш мотиви всесвітового 


характеру - митрополит Шептицький 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

Чому Андрей Шептицький з римо-католицької 
родини обрав саме монастир Української греко- 
католицької церкви, а потім став єпископом і очо- 
лив цю церкву? Довший час це запитання виника- 
ло у дослідників і у суспільстві як за життя митро- 
полита, так 1 до нині. Як і те, чому саме Ватикан, 
зокрема Папа Лев ХПІ, зупинив свій вибір саме на 
35-річному єпископі Шептицькому. 

Тато митрополита Андрея - Іван Шептицький — 
походив із давнього українського шляхетного роду, 
родина ополячилась, латинізувалася. Граф вважав 
себе поляком, але у 1911 році, коли його син уже 
10 років очолював УГКЦ, сказав, що усвідомлює, 
що він українець. Полькою була Софія Фредро- 
Шептицька, мама митрополита. 

Іван Шептицький знав про своє коріння, 
досліджував його. У родинному палаці у Прил- 
бичах висіли | портрети | Києво-Галицьких 
митрополитів, у родинному архіві були давні 
уніатські рукописи. У цьому середовищі вихову- 
вався майбутній митрополит. 

«Тато нам, дітям, часто пояснював і згадував на- 
ших предків, портрети яких висіли в його робітні. 
З портретів вбилися в моїй пам'яті три: єпископа 
Варлаама і митрополитів Атанасія i Лева. Усі вони 
були ченцями-василіянами», — пригадував Андрей 
Шептицький. 

У юності Андрей Шептицький усвідомлював 
своє коріння, знав не лише про Римо-католицьку, 
але й Греко-католицьку церкву, яка була тоді у 
значно гіршому становищі - принижена, слабша, 
наголошує директор видавництва «Свічадо» Бог- 
дан Трояновський. Андрей Шептицький виростав 
в атмосфері живої автентичної віри, у світі молит- 
ви, в римо-католицькому обряді, саме духовність 
стала тим головним чинником, каже Богдан Троя- 
новський, що митрополит обрав саме УГКЦ. 

«Що робить людина, яка бачить, що УГКЦ є 
слабша і в гіршому становищі, аніж РКЦ? Людина 
яка дивиться на світ через призму християнських 
цінностей, дотримується їх, то мені видається, 
що основний мотив - було бажання допомогти 
цій церкві. Він ідентифікував себе з цією церк- 
вою. Бо РКЦ - сильна, допомога їй не потрібна. 
Він повернувся до церкви своїх батьків. Він не 
хотів бути єпископом, але став ним під послухом. 
Для глибоко-духовної особи кар'єра в людському 
житті не означає кар'єру в духовному. Для ньо- 
го було важливо бути монахом, молитись 3a світ, 
працювати, бути скромним монахом. Чин василіян 
тоді був єдиним у греко-католицькій церкві, 
скромний і десь занедбаний. І Шептицький пішов 
на скромні умови, хотів своїм покликанням допо- 
могти церкві», - зазначає Богдан Трояновський. 

На формування переконань майбутнього ми- 
трополита мали вплив його батьки. Єзуїт, отець 
Генрик Яцковський, який був духовним опікуном 
родини, займався реформою Василіянського 
чину. Ймовірно, що отець Яцковський сподівався, 
що Андрей хороший кандидат на монаха 
Василіянського чину, який допоможе його ре- 
формувати і розвинути. Важливими для тоді ще 
Андрея Шептицького були зустрічі і розмови з 
російським філософом Володимиром Соловйо- 
вим, українським істориком Володимиром Анто- 
новичем, з якими багато говорив про церкву. Але 
і це не було вирішальним фактором при виборі 
Шептицьким УГКЦ, наголошує дослідниця спад- 
щини митрополита Оксана Гайова. 

«Треба звернути увагу на те, що він був глибоко 
віруючою людиною, дуже любив Бога. Змалечку 
мріяв присвятити себе заповіту Христа: «Да всі 
єдино будуть». І, на думку митрополита, саме 
УГКЦ, католицька за вірою, східна за обрядом 
могла виконати цю високу місію, тобто об'єднати 
християн у єдиній вселенській церкві», — наголо- 
сила Оксана Гайова. 

Але попри припущення, які існують донині, ще 
за життя митрополит сам відповів, чому він обрав 
УГКЦ, a не РКЦ. 

«З родинної традиції я мав усе велике зами- 
лування до нашої давньої культури. А від батька 
научився її любити і цінити. Але сильнішою в 
моїй душі любов'ю - одинокою у своїм роді - то 
справа Святої Унії (тобто єдності - ред.). Примір 
предків і родинне передання не було рішаючим 
у виборі стану. Коли я рішився посвятитися мо- 
нашому станові в руському монастиреві (тобто 
українському — ред.), я прямо забув про Te, я про 
те не думав, що се рішення відповідає моїм родин- 
ним традиціям, традиціям любові моїх предків. 
Якби я був народився французом чи англійчиком, 


Митрополит Андрей Шептицький (архівне фото) 


я був би то само зробив, так само я вступив би до 
Чину, до монашого Чину східного обряду. Зро- 
бивши се, я доперва по розвазі спостеріг, що я по- 
ступив не тільки правильно перед духом родини, 
перед її традицією. Посвячуючися Східній Церкві, 
справі Унії я мав на оці лиш мотиви всесвітового 
характеру, всесвітове діло веліло шукати праці для 
злуки церков», - казав Андрей Шептицький. 

Митрополит вважав, що УГКЦ могла бути сво- 
го роду місточком між західною і східною церк- 
вою, католицькою за духом і східною за обрядом, 
наголошує Оксана Гайова. 

Андрей Шептицький у 1899 році став єпископом, 
а вже 17 січня 1901 року на Святорській площі 
люди вітали його з проголошенням митрополитом, 
їхнім духовним провідником. Папа Римський Лев 
XIII іменував на Галицький престол 35-річного 
єпископа графа Андрея Шептицького. Чому Вати- 
кан свій вибір зупинив на молодому владиці? 

«Не було альтернативи та і його постать - ха- 
ризматична. Перед Шептицьким був Юліан 
Куїловський, ну Tak ... А перед ним Сембратовичі, 
які боролись, робили якісь кроки. A Шептицький 
був шляхтичем, харизматичною постаттю, альтер- 
нативи якій не було», - вважає Зиновій Свереда, 
доктор соціальної економіки, викладач Папського 
Григоріанського університету. 

Те, що вибір Ватикану впав на Андрея Шеп- 
тицького сприйнялось у Галичині неоднознач- 
но: не знали, чи він служитиме українцям, чи 
латинізуватиме обряд. Римо-католики вважали 
його зрадником, а українці не довіряли. 

«Сумнівалися, бо колишній римо-католик, дещо 
сполонізований рід. Митрополита навіть називали 
Валленродом. Але ці думки всі розвіялись після 
перших років його урядування, коли українці по- 
бачили, наскільки митрополит відданий і церкві, 
і народові, як дбає про освіту, закладає перші 
українські школи, береже національну культурну 
спадщину. Особливо після ув'язнення митрополи- 
та в Росії побачили його жертовність», - говорить 
Оксана Гайова. 

Звісно, що у Ватикані знали графську роди- 
ну Шептицьких-Фредрів, показав себе Андрей 
Шептицький і як єпископ. Власне, кандидатуру 
Шептицького на митрополита більшість сприйня- 
ла у Ватикані позитивно. Якщо хтось і був серед 
них прихильником латинізації УГКЦ, то швидко 
розчарувався, коли митрополит Шептицький по- 
вернув УГКЦ до східної церкви, зауважує Богдан 
Трояновський. 

«Два елементи були важливі - духовність та 
інтелект Шептицького, а ще збіг обставин - тоді 
помирає митрополит, є вакансія, тут кандидат гар- 
ний, з добрими всякими преференціями — Ватикан 
і вирішив зупинити свій вибір на Шептицькому. 
А з релігійної точки зору, Бог так хотів, щоб у 
такий момент важкий для УГКЦ на цьому місці 
був митрополит. У Ватикані підтримували про- 
хання Андрея Шептицького, було розуміння, що 
обрядованість лише збагачує церкву, підтримали 1 
літургійну реформу Шептицького», — каже Богдан 
Трояновський. 

Феномен Шептицького у його багатогранності, 
якою б справою він не зайнявся, був би у ній 
успішним. Але він обрав УГКЦ, цілковито присвя- 
тивши себе служінню Богові і людям, і при цьому 
пожертвувавши усім. 
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Russian anticorruption campaigner Roman Borisovich (left) and journalist Natalie Sedletska (right) exposed 


the grim underbelly of some London property dealings in the documentary From Russia With Cash 


Russian money laundering in UK 
From documentary to hashtag...to reform? 


By Robert Coalson 

(RFE/RL)—A documentary film aired on British 
television earlier this month has gotten the ball rolling 
on a campaign that just might make it more difficult 
to launder the wages of corruption in the United King- 
dom. 

Channel 4 television on July 8 aired the hour-long 
program, titled From Russia With Cash, in which three 
individuals posed as a corrupt Russian official and his 
entourage seeking to buy elite London real estate with 
money they admitted was stolen from the Health Min- 
istry. 

In the film, Russian anticorruption campaigner 
Roman Borisovich plays the corrupt minister, who 
tells a chuckling London real-estate agent that he prof- 
its from contracts to buy drugs for the ministry. “A 
contract here, a contract there — a little bit comes to 
my pocket,” he says with a laugh as the agent nods and 
says, “OK.” 

Now the organizers of the project are pushing to 
turn a case of compelling television into real political 
change. From Russia With Cash has become a social- 
media hashtag as activists and simply concerned and 
appalled citizens around the world push British parlia- 
mentarians to support a nonbinding resolution calling 
for foreign companies operating in the United King- 
dom to be subject to the same transparency regula- 
tions as British companies already are. 

“Tt is not a secret that Great Britain has a huge prob- 
lem regarding the origin of the money flowing into 
its economy,” says Natalie Sedletska, an investiga- 
tive journalist with RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service who 
posed as the corrupt minister’s girlfriend in the Chan- 
nel 4 film. “Its laws are set up in such a way that it is 
possible to buy things — real estate, cars, etc. — not 
in the name of an individual person, but in the name of 
offshore companies without indicating who the ultim- 
ate beneficiaries of those companies are.” 

“This problem means that there is a lot of dirty 
money in Great Britain that is really shaping its econ- 
omy. A large part of that sum is money from the Rus- 
sian Federation,” she says. 

And the problem is enormous. Germany’s Deutsche 
Bank earlier this year reported that about $1.5 billion 
of unaccounted-for capital flows into the British econ- 
omy each month — about 40 percent of that amount 
coming from Russia. In all, about $140 billion has en- 
tered since 2006, with a significant increase in volume 
noted since 2010. 

Ben Judah, author of Fragile Empire: How Russians 
Fell In And Out Of Love With Vladimir Putin and one 
of the engines behind the #fromRussiawithcash initia- 
tive, says this lacunae in British law is a global con- 
cem. 

“This money is stolen,” he tells RFE/RL. “This 
money is pilfered; it is pillaged. It comes from 
screwed-up and beneficial contracts to corrupt offi- 
cials. And all over the world, this kind of pillaging of 
public services — according to the UN — is killing 
3.6 million people a year. We wanted to use the film to 
drum up awareness of that.” 

In addition, Judah says, the flow of money is a ma- 
jor problem for Britons, driving up real-estate prices 
in London and other cities. 


“What we worked out was happening was that be- 
cause you can buy London property anonymously, 
dirty black cash was coming into London,” he says. 
“Tt was being laundered through British homes, and 
clay, Victorian brick, had become the bitcoin or cur- 
rency of global kleptocracy.” 

Judah stresses, however, that the film is not about 
Russians — it is primarily about the British polit- 
icians, bankers, accountants, real-estate agents, and 
lawyers who turn a blind eye to this corruption and 
who benefit from the sale of what have come to be 
called “blood mansions” (by analogy with the “blood 
diamonds” that finance corrupt regimes and wars in 
Africa). 

The day the documentary aired, an early day mo- 
tion — a nonbinding statement of concern — was 
introduced in the British Parliament urging that “any 
foreign company intending to hold a property title in 
the U.K. [be] held to the same standards of transpar- 
ency required of U.K. registered companies.” Thirty- 
eight deputies signed the motion before Parliament 
left for its summer recess. 

However, only eight of London’s 73 members of 
parliament are among the signatories. 

Meanwhile, a social-media campaign is under way. 
Russian anticorruption campaigner and opposition 
politician Aleksei Navalny has turned to Twitter to 
pressure British deputies by name to endorse the mo- 
tion. 

Navalny also turned up the heat on July 24 by al- 
leging on his blog that Russian Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Igor Shuvalov secretly owns a luxury London flat 
worth nearly $12 million. 

The anticorruption NGO Global Witness on July 22 
reported that a former Kazakh security official is the 
“mystery owner” of London property worth $228 mil- 
lion. 

“We expect the government of Great Britain will 
reconsider the laws that allow people to buy real es- 
tate in the name of offshore companies without indi- 
cating the ultimate beneficiaries of those companies,” 
says Sedletska. “And in this way, we hope to make 
things more complicated for corrupt people from our 
countries and from anywhere in the world who want 
to just steal money, come to London, to Britain, and 
buy some real estate, and then live happily ever after.” 

Oliver Bullough, author of The Last Man In Rus- 
sia And The Struggle To Save A Dying Nation and 
a journalist who writes extensively on corruption in 
Ukraine and Russia, thinks a critical mass of attention 
to this matter is being created in Britain that might 
lead to real change there. 

“We want the British elite to realize that in Russia, 
Ukraine, Qatar, Algeria, [and] Yemen, Britain’s post- 
Cold War moral capital is being drained away because 
elites see the British elite as the handmaidens of the 
global looting machine,” Bullough says. 

Unfortunately, he adds, Britain is just part — albeit 
a big part — of the global money-laundering prob- 
lem. Other tax havens and money-laundering destina- 
tions will have to join in before the “global looting 
machine” can be brought to a standstill. 

With reporting by RFE/RL’ Ukrainian Service and 
RFE/RL’s Power Vertical Podcast 
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Russian trial of Ukraine’s 
Sentsov resumes 


(RFE/RL)—The Russian trial has resumed of Ukrainian film director 
Oleh Sentsov and a co-defendant accused of plotting terrorism in Crimea 
months after its unrecognized annexation by Russia. 

Witness testimony began early on July 27 via videoconference from 
Crimea, as the proceedings at a district military court in the city of Ros- 
tov-on-Don entered their second day. 

Sentsoy, 39, who is charged with organizing a terrorist group, planning 
terrorist attacks, and illegally acquiring explosives, pleaded not guilty on — 
July 21. 

“T don’t consider this court a court at all,” he said at the time, "50 you 
can consider whatever you want.” 

If found guilty, Sentsov could face up to 20 years in jail. 

His fellow defendant, Oleksandr Kolchenko, who was charged with 
participating in the activities of a terrorist group, also denies any wrong- 
doing. 

The defendants were arrested along with two other Ukrainian cit- 
izens — Oleksiy Chymiy and Hennadiy Afanasyev — in May 2014, two 
months after Russia’s forcible annexation of Crimea. 

Chyrniy and Afanasyey were sentenced in April and December 2014, 
respectively, to seven years in jail after pleading guilty to participating in 
the activities of a terrorist group. 

A UN resolution overwhelmingly asserted in 2014 that Crimea re+ 
mained part of Ukraine, although Russian authorities have installed their 
own institutions and exercise day-to-day control. 

Kyiv and Western governments have accused Russia of continued in- 
volvement in Ukraine, where a military conflict in the east pits pro-Rus- 
sian separatists controlling large swaths of Donetsk and Luhansk against 
Ukzsainian forces. 

More than 6,500 people have died in that conflict since April 2014. 

Sentsoy is an internationally acclaimed film director whose first feature 
film, Gamer, about a computer-game-obsessed teenager, was presented at 
the Rotterdam Film Festival in 2012. 

The European Film Academy, Ukrainian Association of Cinematog- 
raphers Chairman Serhiy Trymbach, and prominent directors including 
Russia’s Nikita Mikhalkov, Germany’s Wim Wenders, and Spain’s Pedro 
Almodovar have all urged Russian President Vladimir Putin to assist in 
Sentsov’s release. = 

Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko called for Sentsov’s immediate 
release in a phone call earlier this month with Putin, German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel, and French President Francois Hollande. 
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Pullout from Shyrokyne 
stokes fear in Mariupol 


By Allison Quinn, Alyona Zhuk, Kyiv Post 

The Ukrainian military’s decision to pull volunteer fighters from the 
obliterated village of Shyrokyne, located just 20 kilometers east of the 
strategic port city of Mariupol in Donetsk Oblast, has raised a frenzy of 
fears that the move will gift the Russian-separatists more territory. 

Part of the village sits on higher ground that could be used as a vantage 
point from which to launch an attack on Mariupol, the region’s second 
largest city after Donetsk. Thus, Shyrokyne has been an epicenter of 
fighting in recent months, leaving most of the village in ruins and devoid 
of its residents, who have long since fled. 

Many residents of Mariupol, which had a pre-war population of 
500,000, now believe the pullout endangers their city. Volunteer fighters 
have already vowed to stay put if new fighting erupts, and Mariupol 
residents have set up tents in front of the city administration building to 
protest against the pullout from Shyrokyne. 

Both the Azov Regiment and the Donbas Battalion — which held their 
positions in the city for several months during some of the most intense 
fighting — have now left the village. But they refused to do so quietly. 

Yevhen Shevchenko, a fighter from the Donbas Battalion, took to social 

-media to complain that the replacement troops were poorly equipped, 
“young and inexperienced, most of them are on the frontline for the first 
time.” 

Andriy Biletsky, a lawmaker and commander of the Azov Battalion, 
issued a stark warning that “if Ukraine is ready to surrender Shyrokyne, 
then we have to be prepared for the loss of Mariupol too.” 

He urged authorities not to “give in to the dictate of international 
institutions,” a reference to the Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe, which has been calling for the demilitarization of Shyrokyne 
for months. 

In early July, international monitors lamented the fact that there was 
no demilitarization plan for Shyrokyne. Alexander Hug, the deputy 
head of the special monitoring mission of the OSCE, said at the time 
that demilitarization of the town would help “build trust” in fulfilling the 

,Minsk peace agreement reached in February. 

But on July 27, the same day the pullout was announced, an 
international monitor from the organization was wounded in further 
shelling in Shyrokyne, further fueling fears that the move is premature. 

Residents of Mariupol have been up in arms about the decision since it 
was first announced on July 26, and set up the protest camp in the center 
of the city to show that they are “worried about their safety,” according to 
Maria Podybaylo, the coordinator of New Mariupol, a nongovernmental 
organization. 

At a briefing in Kyiv on July 28, Podybaylo implied that Poroshenko 
was making empty promises by reassuring residents that Mariupol would 
not be part of the planned buffer zone. 

~ “The distance from Shyrokyne to the 14th security roadblock (at the 
edge of Mariupol) is 10 kilometers. If the buffer zone is 25 kilometers, 
the entire city of Mariupol would be inside it,” Podybaylo said. 

A day earlier, Poroshenko had sought to ease the fears of residents in 
Mariupol, saying that “we will never give it (the city) up to anyone.” 

“I would like to tell the residents of Mariupol — the president is with 
you, the armed forces are with you, the best representatives (of the 
military), including land forces, the Marines and artillery units — they are 
with you. The buffer zone does not relate to Mariupol,” Poroshenko said. 

Andriy Lysenko, the presidential spokesman for issues relating to the 
war zone, echoed the president’s statements at another briefing in Kyiv 
on July 28, saying that the new troops stationed in Shryokyne “are at full 
combat readiness.” 

“We ask you not to panic — Mariupol and Shyrokyne have been and will 
be under the control of Ukrainian forces,” Lysenko said. “The agreement 
about the buffer zone hasn’t been signed yet. When it is signed, it will 

~ mean that both sides have to withdraw heavy artillery 15 kilometers from 
Shyrokyne on each side. If the enemy doesn’t withdraw the artillery, and 
continues to violate the agreement, we won't leave our positions open.” 

A rapid response unit will also be prepared to react should fighting 
escalate, Lysenko said. 

But activists and soldiers seem unwilling to take the president at his 
word, 

Spartak Stepnov, an activist of the pro-Ukrainian New Mariupol 
group’s self-defense unit, questioned the wisdom of the pullout at the first 
briefing in Kyiv, saying that Ukraine had already lost enough territory. 

“The people in Mariupol made a clear decision — we can’t let the war 
into our city,” Stepnov said. “We're ready to defend the city. Our self- 
defense unit wants to join the OSCE group and head to Shyrokyne. If the 
president is right, then we are safe. If not, we will stand at our positions, 
where the volunteer battalions have been stationed.” 

Military expert Oleksiy Melnyk of the Razumkov Center said Mariupol 
residents had plenty of reason to be concerned. 

“I would remind those who believe in this decision’s positive 
contribution to resolving the conflict that the terms of the previous Minsk 
agreement were never implemented,” Melnyk said. 

“Russia doesn’t want to consider itself a party in the conflict,” he 
added, noting that Russia had previously used the Minsk agreements to 

its own advantage. 

“These fears (that Ukraine might lose more territory) aren’t groundless. 
But, again, maybe we don’t know about some super powerful strategy 
that is being planned in the high-ranking offices,” Melnyk said. 
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Crimea visit spotlights Kremlin 
sympathies beyond French fringes 


By Claire Bigg 

(RFE/RL)—It’s no secret that a tide of hearty en- 
thusiasm for Russia has been sweeping France’s right- 
wing parties of late. 

The far-right National Front party made headlines 
back in November when it accepted an $11 million 
loan from Russian creditors following talks between 
its leader, Marine Le Pen, and officials in Moscow. 

The controversial visit of French lawmakers to Cri- 
mea last month, however, revealed how deeply this 
infatuation with the Kremlin runs on France’s main- 
stream right. 

During their trip to Crimea, the first by a European 
delegation since the peninsula’s unrecognized annexa- 
tion by Russia in March 2014, the parliamentarians 
hailed the Russian takeover and berated French au- 
thorities for endorsing EU trade sanctions slapped on 
Russia over its actions in Ukraine. 

“We welcome the courage of the Crimean parlia- 
ment, which was able to make this decision despite the 
difficult situation and the great danger of further es- 
calation,” the head of the delegation, Thierry Mariani, 
said during the group’s stopover in Moscow, referring 
to a contentious vote for independence ahead of the 
annexation, with Russian troops occupying the penin- 
sula and guarding the parliament building. 

Mariani also assured Russian officials that there 
was “no reason for Europe to maintain its sanctions 
against Russia.” 

The parliamentarians have incurred the wrath 
of French authorities, who say their visit to Crimea 
undermines Paris’s stance on the Ukrainian crisis and 
lends legitimacy to Russia’s land grab. 

The French Foreign Ministry denounced the visit as 
“a violation of international law.” 

According to the French press, Foreign Minister 
Laurent Fabius attempted to cancel the trip until the 
last minute while Senate president Gerard Larcher un- 
successfully tried to persuade lawmakers not to board 
the plane to Moscow. 

The lawmakers, who have now returned to France, 
remain unapologetic. | 

They invoke Crimea’s Russian past to justify its an- 
nexation and say Russia’s ban on Western foodstuffs, 
imposed in retaliation to the EU embargo, are wreak- 
ing havoc on the French economy. 

“Criticism is coming from people who don’t know 
history and who have only a short-term vision,” insists 
Nicolas Dhuicq, a member of the delegation. “Signing 
business contracts with Russia is in France’s interest, 
so these critics are actually not serving France’s in- 
terests. We are the ones serving them, by reviving the 
friendship with Russia.” 

Like eight of the 10 lawmakers who traveled to 
the annexed peninsula, Dhuicq is a member of The 
Republicans, the center-right party headed by former 
President Nicolas Sarkozy and until recently called 
the UMP. 

Many of them are known to be long-time admirers 
of the Kremlin. 

Mariani, who is married to a Russian woman, co- 
runs the Franco-Russian Dialogue Association, one of 
the two associations that organized the trip to Crimea. 
The group’s other chairman is Vladimir Yakunin, the 
powerful head of Russian Railways and a close confi- 
dant of Russian President Vladimir Putin. 

The delegation did not include any member of the 
ruling Socialist Party. The only two parliamentarians 
not representing The Republicans were from the cen- 
ter-right UDI party and the center-left RRDP party. 

For most of them, it was the third solidarity visit 
to Moscow since the pro-European Maidan protests 
erupted in Kyiv in late 2013, leading to the ouster of 
Russia-friendly President Viktor Yanukovych. 

The lawmakers have positioned themselves as am- 
bassadors of an alternative France, one that unreserv- 
edly embraces Moscow’s defiance of both Brussels 
and Washington. 

Dhuicq argues that many French citizens, especially 
among the youth, are increasingly disillusioned with 
the European Union and are turning to Russia because 
it represents “another course.” 

“Tt’s a country that, through its difficulties, speaks 
a different language than the United States,” he told 
RFE/RL. 

France, he believes, has been “slavishly serving 
America’s interests” far too long. 

Such comments closely echo the rhetoric of Sar- 
kozy, who has been critical of the current French gov- 
emment’s tough line on Russia. 

Speaking at a UMP congress in February, Sar- 
kozy — who is believed to be eyeing a return to the 
presidency in 2017 — said that “the people of Crimea 
chose Russia, and they can’t be blamed for it.” 

He went on to describe the falling-out between Eur- 


ope and Russia as “a tragedy,” adding that the United 
States” souring ties with Moscow are Washington’s 
“own problem.” 3 

In May, he poured scorn on French President Fran- 
cois Hollande for not attending a Victory Day parade 
on Moscow’s Red Square, boycotted by all EU leaders 
to protest Russia’s support for pro-Russian separatists 
in eastern Ukraine. 

Sarkozy’s conciliatory tone with Russia marks 
a stark departure from some of his past remarks. In 
2008, following the brief war between Russia and 
Georgia, he harshly condemned Moscow’s recogni- 
tion of the Georgian breakaway regions of South Os- 
setia and Abkhazia. 

Meanwhile, the flurry of trips to Russia by right- 
wing French politicians shows no signs of abating. 

Nadine Morano, a member of the European Parlia- 
ment and a staunch Sarkozy ally, announced last week 
that she would be visiting Russia this fall. She will be 
traveling with members of a pro-Russian parliament- 
ary group that she founded in June, For A New Dia- 
logue With Russia. 

The trend also appears to be spreading beyond 
France’s borders. A dozen Italian lawmakers known 
for their anti-EU views announced on July 29 that 
they planned a visit to Crimea in October. 

In France, the mainstream right’s eastward charm 
offensive is widely seen as an effort to poach votes 
from the National Front and woo voters both worried 
about the economic downturn and disenchanted with 
what they perceive as a toothless European Union. 

“| represent a very rural area where farmers are now 
committing suicide,” says Dhuicq,. “I’ve had enough 
of this American system which imposes a view that 
prevents trade and, by extension, harms French com- 
panies.” 

Whether deliberate or not, the timing of the Crimea 
trip was particularly auspicious for the Republican op- 
position. 

It took place as angry farmers, hit hard by the Rus- 
sian ban on EU food imports and by reduced demand 
from China, blocked roads across France to protest 
falling food prices. 

According to government figures, as many as 10 
percent of French farmers could be facing bankruptcy. 

Paris is also scrambling to resolve the dispute 
sparked by its decision to halt the delivery of two Mis- 
tral-class warships to Russia in response to Moscow’s 
role in the eastern Ukrainian conflict, which has killed 
more than 6,500 people. 

Both Sarkozy and Le Pen have urged the French 
government to honor its word and deliver the ships, 
warning of the losses incurred by France if it termin- 
ates the $1.3 billion contract. 

- Hollande was quoted as saying he would make a 
final decision on the Mistrals “in the coming weeks” 
and citing “contractual obligations.” 

“France’s budget is already faced with the problem 
of the two warships, which still haven’t been deliv- 
ered,” laments Marie-Christine Dalloz, a member of 
Sarkozy’s The Republicans and one of the lawmakers 
who went to Crimea. “This is a huge problem, which 
is compounded by sanctions from both sides. The 
French agriculture needs to export its production to 
Russia.” 

Like Dhuicq, Dalloz expresses no regret over her 
visit to Crimea, despite the dressing-down by French 
authorities and Ukraine’s threats to place her and the 
other nine parliamentarians on its travel-ban list. 

She vows to accept “any sanctions” resulting from 
the trip. 

“J absolutely do not regret this visit,” she says. “In 
fact, I should have done it earlier.” 


Ukraine investigating visit 

(RFE/RL)—Ukraine has launched investigations 
into a recent visit by French lawmakers to annexed 
Crimea. 

The probes were revealed by Ukrainian lawmaker 
Heorhiy Lohvinskiy, who on July 30 posted an 
official letter online from the Prosecutor-General’s 
Office signed by Deputy Prosecutor-General Anatoliy 
Matios. 

The letter says the investigations were launched 
into “the illegal entering and exiting of Ukraine’s 
temporarily occupied territory” by French lawmakers. 

On July 23, 10 deputies from the French National 
Assembly visited Crimea, which was forcibly seized 
by Russia from Ukraine in March 2014 and then 
hurriedly annexed by the Kremlin after an illegal 
referendum. 

Ukraine’s Foreign Ministry called the trip 
“irresponsible” and said it may impose entry bans on 
the French lawmakers. 
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Paid ‘anti-Semitism’ іп Lviv 


By Halya Coynash 

A fake anti-Semitic demonstration in Lviv was ugly 
and dangerous, not least because it highlighted the 
ease with which such stunts can be orchestrated and 
the inability of the authorities in a democratic country 
to intervene. The local media fortunately reacted with 
some inconyenient questions and close attention to 
money changing hands. 

On July 22, around 100 people appeared outside 
the Lviv Regional Administration building and un- 
furled banners with anti-Semitic messages against the 
present government. One big banner gives the suppos- 
edly ‘real’ names of Ukraine’s leaders, claiming that 
this “Jewish fraternity is selling off Ukraine”, another: 
“No Jews in power”. 

The Lviv-based publication Zaxid.net and the Tele- 
vision News 24 channel were at the scene and tried to 
ascertain who the people were and what they were de- 
manding. The first thing that hit them in the eye was how 
reluctant the ‘demonstrators’ were to show their faces. 
There were a large number of teenagers, as well as 
many adults, as they put it, “of suspicious appearance”. 
All participants had difficulty explaining what their de- 
mands were and what Jews had to do with anything. The 
journalist directly asked one young lad if he had been 
paid. The young boy turned away still further, like most 
of the other kids, trying to hide his face. 

It should be stressed that the journalists and others 
were watching the spectacle with anger. Crime jour- 
nalist Mykola Savelyev told the news programme that 
he had seen people he knows to have a background in 
crime and believes that they were there to earn a bit 
of money. Like paid demonstrations under the former 
President Viktor Yanukovych, some of the older "ріск- 
eters’ had obviously had too much to drink. 

Savelyev pointed out the very professional look of 
the anti-Semitic banners and reminded the viewers of 
the amateur placards produced during Euromaidan. 
The demonstrators not only didn’t quite understand 
what the banners were all about, but saw no need to 
keep them. The reporters found them thrown in the 
rubbish bin after the participants dispersed. . 

Police were present but explained that they had no 
reason to intervene. The authorities had been notified 
of the planned picket, though clearly not the nature of 
the banners and chants, and the event passed peaceful- 
ly. It was for the SBU [Ukraine’s Security Service] to 
assess whether the hanners had incited racial enmity 
and*therefore fell under Article 161 of the Criminal 
Code. That is, long after the event has taken place and 


attracted negative publicity. 

The event’s organizer was a civic organization 
called ‘Active Element’, registered in the Lviv oblast 
in January 2014 and headed by a certain Oleh Onats. 
There was no way of anticipating the anti-Semitic fla- 
vour of the performance since this was the first time 
the NGO had made its existence known in the last 18 
months. Zaxid.net managed to track down Onats who 
said he was ‘co-organizer’ of the event, but refused to 
name the other organizers and ‘partners’. He also de- 
nied that money had been paid for participation even 
though the news channel had filmed such transactions. 

Zaxid.net was unable to establish who is financing 
‘Active Element’s ‘activities’, but it points out that 
the cost of paying participants and getting the banners 
specially printed made it an expensive stunt. Savelyev 
suggested that a local MP from the Opposition Bloc 
(the former ruling Party of the Regions) might be be- 
hind it, but as of yet, nothing has been confirmed. 

This latest staged demonstration comes only days 
after a planned ‘separatist’ picket in the same loca- 
tion turned into a 5-minute photo stunt, with the event 
inflated beyond recognition within hours by Russian 
television. It also coincides with the aftermath of the 
conflict in Mukacheve and in particular the opposition 
expressed by the far-right Right Sector to the present 
government. 

It may be difficult to pinpoint exactly who orches- 
trated the event, but the intended message seems clear. 
Headlines suggesting an anti-Semitic element in the 
‘nationalist’ anti-government protest seem likely, or 
they could simply try to associate Lviv with anti-Sem- 
itic sentiments. One need only imagine the impact of 
the anti-Semitic banners on observers in other coun- 
tries, unable to see the specific types of ‘participants’; 
their inability to explain their presence and the evi- 
dence that they were paid to be there. The media, one 
assumes, will point out that the police did not try to 
stop the protest as though this suggests police collu- 
sion. There are self-evident, propaganda uses for Mos- 
cow which has faced failure after failure in convin- 
cing the world that Ukraine is, in Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s words “a hotbed of fascism and anti- 
Semitism”. 

There may well not be any democratic way of stop- 
ping such overt provocation. It is frustrating, none- 
theless, that even 100 people, including many young 
adults, were prepared to take money for participation 
in a stunt, both offensive in itself, and of obvious harm 
to their city and country. 


Lack of funds threatens efforts to 
recover Ukraine’s dead soldiers 


By Andrei Shary and Claire Bigg 

(RFE/RL)—Yaroslay Zhilkin 15 a tired man. 

Since September, he has relentlessly scoured east- 
em Ukraine for the remains of soldiers killed in the 
conflict pitting government forces against pro-Russian 
separatists who control large swathes of the region. 

It’s a grim and arduous task. But above all, Zhilkin 
is weary of begging Ukrainian authorities for support. 

His volunteer group, Black Tulip, announced that it 
was halting its casualty recovery effort due to a lack of 
funds. 

“Tt’s immoral to wash one’s hands of this problem, 
to ignore it,” he says. “As a person who knows what it 
means to honor the dead, I just cannot understand it.” 

As the government in Kyiv scrambles to stamp out 
the separatist insurgency and avert economic collapse, 
the responsibility of retrieving the dead left behind in 
eastern Ukraine has rested squarely on Black Tulip’s 
50 volunteers. 

Black Tulip, named after a cargo plane that repatri- 
ated the remains of soldiers killed during the Soviet 
war in Afghanistan, has already enabled numerous 
families to lay their loved-ones to rest. 

“The war is not over until the last killed soldier is 
buried,” the group states on its website. 

Zhilkin has sent letters to ministers, deputies, and 
even to President Petro Poroshenko asking for help in 
recovering the bodies of 200 government fighters still 
believed to be strewn across the conflict zone. 

So far, his pleas have fallen on deaf ears. 

Through its newly-formed department overseeing 
cooperation between the military and civilians, the 
Ukrainian armed forces has helped establish a safety 
corridor for the volunteers. It has also provided fuel. 

For all the rest, from body bags to refrigerated 
trucks, the group has had to rely on private donations 
and on its volunteers’ own resources. 

“People work in their free time, on an absolutely 
volunteer basis, and on their own dime,” protests 
Zhilkin, who abandoned his business to devote him- 
self to Black Tulip’s recovery campaign. 


For the past year, he has relied on his wife’s income. 

Zhilkin headed the National Memory Union, a non- 
governmental group commemorating World War II 
victims, when the conflict erupted last year . 

The NGO, which had experience locating and 
exhuming missing World War II soldiers, swiftly 
launched the Black Tulip initiative. Its first foray into 
the conflict zone took place in early September. 

Zhilkin says it was a terrifying experience. 

“On the first day —I was the one leading the exped- 
ition— I felt very nervous, I had stomach cramps,” he 
recalls. “I was scared, just like my colleagues. But we 
were the only ones who agreed to do the job.” 

Volunteers have since brought back hundreds of 
bags filled with human remains. 

Zhilkin, however, can’t say how many soldiers and 
other government forces have received a proper burial 
thanks to his group. 

“You can’t really talk of bodies,” he says. “We re- 
covered 609 bags with bodies and body parts. We have no 
feedback from medical examiners and most of the time, 
the bodies we bring back are very difficult to identify.” 

Zhilkin says the volunteers must sometimes comb 
through fields packed with mines and unexploded 
shells in rebel-held territory. 

The remains of soldiers killed in action often lie for 
months before being found. Many are too charred to 
be identified. 

Due to the lack of dental records or identification 
tags among government forces, Ukraine’s military has 
been forced to hold mass burials for unknown soldiers 
who have died in combat. 

Zhilkin is now in talks with officials in Kyiv to 
finally obtain state funding for his group. 

With combatants on both sides still going missing, 
Black Tulip believes it is important that the recovery 
effort not be limited to government soldiers. 

Although its stated task is to recover the bodies of 
Ukrainian soldiers, volunteers have been excavating 
the remains of militants, too, and delivering them to 
morgues in rebel-controlled areas. 
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Calls to boycott or 
relocate 2018 World 
Cup fall on deaf ears 


By Sandra Mackenzie, Kyiv Post 

Russia’s war against Ukraine, rampant corruption and bribery in the 
world soccer governing body FIFA, Russia’s anti-gay laws, and un- 
checked racism at matches have all been recognized in calls for the 2018 
World Cup to be boycotted or relocated away from Russia. But with con- 
struction continuing apace in the 11 Russian host cities and qualifying 
groups announced, is it already too late for these appeals to have any 
effect? 

In 2014, Russia’s invasion of eastern Ukraine and new anti-gay laws 
spurred soccer fans around the world to take action against the 2018 
World Cup hosts. Multiple corruption scandals at FIFA, which hit the 
headlines when seven high-ranking officials were arrested in May 2015, 
have piled additional pressure on sponsors and teams to take a stand, but 
threaten to overshadow Ukraine’s calls for action in response to Russia’s 
invasion of eastern Donbas. 

At the qualifying draw on July 25 in St. Petersburg, controversial FIFA 
president Sepp Blatter came out firmly in support of both Russia and its 
president, Vladimir Putin. 

“We say, ‘Yes’, to Russia,” he said. “Our support is especially import-> 
ant during the current geopolitical situation.” In return, Putin has ac- 
cused the U.S. of attempting to block Blatter’s re-election to the FIFA 
presidency by inappropriately arresting officials outside its jurisdiction. 

In the West, attempts to publicly challenge FIFA and Russia’s symbio- 
sis have so far been largely left to individual activists, with minimal suc- 
cess. Even Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko’s calls for Ukraine’s 
allies to discuss boycotting the World Cup had little international effect. 

In May 2014, Ukrainian Canadian billionaire Eugene Melnyk launched 
‘United with Ukraine’ to pressure World Cup sponsors to withdraw their 
support. His website BoycottPutinNow.com targeted Budweiser, Sony, 
Coca-Cola, Visa, Adidas and Hyundai/Kia. 

However, the site has yet to be updated to reflect the fact that Sony 
chose not to renew their partnership at the end of the four-year World Cup 
cycle in 2014. First-tier sponsor Emirates Airlines dropped out in Моу- 
ember last year, followed by second-tier sponsors Johnson & Johnson, 
Castrol, and Continental AG in May 2015. 

None of the brands gave official reasons for declining to renew their 
contracts, but reports suggest that the FIFA corruption allegations, rather 
than Russia’s war against Ukraine, have spurred the decision. Sponsors 
Visa, McDonalds and Coca-Cola have recently demanded an independ- 
ent reform commission to overhaul the governing body. 

Change.org petitions have been started by both Zach Lewis in the U.S. 
and James Lavin in the U.K., demanding to relocate the 2018 World Cup 
away from Russia in light of its aggression against Ukraine and anti-gay 
“propaganda” laws. Despite receiving the support of high profile activists 
American Olympian Greg Louganis and British actor and writer Stephen 
Fry, the petitions have received no more than 81,250 signatures out of 
goals of 1,000,000. з 

In April 2015, 13 U.S. senators including John McCain released a letter 
asking Blatter to strip Russia of the 2018 World Cup, saying “allowing 
Russia to host the FIFA World Cup inappropriately bolsters the prestige 
of the Putin regime at a time when it should be condemned and provides 
economic relief at a time when much of the international community is 
imposing economic sanctions.” 

However, the appeal looks unlikely to enjoy any more success than 
a March 2014 letter from two Republican senators, which also recom- 
mended that Russia be banned from that year’s World Cup. Russia ad- 
vanced to the group stages and competed in Brazil regardless. 

Although the momentum behind the relocation campaigns seems to be 
waning, Russia has provided a continuous stream of additional justifica- 
tions for a ban or boycott. Fighting has persisted between Russian-sep- 
aratist forces and the Ukrainian military despite repeated ceasefire agree- 
ments. In October 2014, FIFA screened a video in Moscow that showed 
occupied Crimea as part of Russia, which was hastily taken down from 
the website. : 

Even in sports news, reports from Russia are far from positive. On July 
23, FC Ufa midfielder Emmanuel Frimpong was sent off and received 
a two-match ban after swearing at the crowd in response to prolonged 
racist chanting from Spartak Moscow fans. 

The Ghanaian native later apologized on Twitter, but added “I’m go- 
ing to serve a sentence for being abused...and yet we are going to hold 
a World Cup in the country where Africans will have to come play foot- 
ball.” 

The Russian Football Union reviewed match footage and found “no 
evidence of racism,” a judgment that FIFA has since officially ques- 
tioned. 

Although FIFA has spoken out against racism and homophobia in 
soccer, it remains committed to hosting the 2018 World Cup in Russia. 
In June 2015, the governing body released a statement announcing that 
there were “no legal grounds to take away the hosting of the World Cup 
from Russia.” 

Given the vast sums of money that have already been funnelled into 
improving Russian infrastructure — the total budget is $11.8 billion — 
ahead of the games, from a financial and practical standpoint FIFA has 
little incentive to strip the nation of hosting rights, leaving only moral 
arguments in play. 

FIFA remains adamant that politics and soccer should remain separate. 
But while Russian troops remain embedded in Ukraine’s east, forcing six 
soccer clubs, including Shakhtar Donetsk, to relocate further in-country, 
applying those rules in practice is far from simple. Sixteen months into 
the eastern occupation, with three years to come before the games, Russia 
shows no signs of relinquishing either the World Cup or Ukraine. 
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Pioneer house at Gardenton, Manitoba 


Pioneer house to be restored 


By Len Krawchuk 
The pioneer house at Gardenton, MB is to 
be restored this summer. 


The site has an excellent museum of 


Ukrainian artifacts including many pioneer 
artifacts that I had only seen before in old 
photos. There is an outdoor stage and the 
nearby historical first Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church, St. Michael’s built in 1899. 

The Annual Ukrainian Festival was held 
this year on July 11 and 12, celebrating its 
50th anniversary with a mass, and wonderful 
entertainment and dance. 

There was also an unveiling of а 32’ x 4’ 
historical mural showing the town as it once 
existed by the talented artist Frank Sapro- 


wich, and drawings and paintings of the sur- 
rounding area’s Ukrainian churches 

A furnished, original one room school 
house from Shevchenko [now called Vita] 
Manitoba can be visited, where interesting 
classes and games were featured. The site has 
a multipurpose hall with attached kitchen, 
picnic tables and campground. One experi- 
enced horse drawn rides, beer gardens and 
traditional Ukrainian meals. Another of the 
many things to visit is the outdoor clay oven 
for baking bread. Well worth a trip next year. 

Additional information can be obtained 
from: The Ukrainian Museum & Village 
Society Inc., Box 88, Gardenton, MB. ROA 
OMO 


Ukraine calls local elections 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian lawmakers have 


_voted to call local elections on October 25. 


But the bill passed on July 17 by the Verk- 
роупа Rada said the elections would not be 
held in the Crimean Peninsula, which Rus- 
sia annexed in March 2014, or in rebel-held 
eastern districts. 

The Kyiv government has had no control 
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over parts of the eastern Donetsk and Lu- 
hansk regions since fighting between gov- 
ernment forces and Russia-backed separatist 
rebels erupted there in April 2014. The con- 
flict has since claimed more than 6,500 lives. 
The rebels in Donetsk and Luhansk have 
said they would organize their own local 
elections in the areas they control this fall. 
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